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Dear Salegian confreres,
Members of the Salesian Family,
Friends of Don Bosco:

God loves the young and he manifests and expresses
thiz lowe in many ways, One of these ways is through the
Salesian Congragation in 130 countries arcund the
wirld, Mora than 16,000 Satesians dedicata thair lvas
1o this, along with couniless lay peaple who share our
spinit and mission, | have reasan, then, inall humility and
with a great zense of hope, 1o zay that the Salesian Con-
gragation s a body which is fully alive, callad o continue
o be & sign af haps far the vaurg,

The Salesian Congregation, which came about through
God's initiative 150 vears ago has, since its beginmings,
soughl fo create a grand mavarmant invohang ary person intaraskad in e educabion and evangelisabon of poar and
naglecied youth. This fact urges me to offer you this magazing whosa articles offer an insight into the evarvday an-
ergy and dynamic of the Salesian Mission which vou are all part of invery different but ever generous ways. Through
it may you come o know the good being achieved for these needy youngsiers arcund the world, most of them un-
ko, bul no bess loved for all that.

Thank you tar yvour like, Thank you for your ganerpsiby. May you recensa the wonderful blassing that Don Bosco gave
1o his sons, riends and benefactors, the blessing of Mary Help of Christians

Alfectionately in Don Bosca,

Pascual Chavez Villanueava
Ractor Major of the Salasians
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A happy anniversary

Az soon as the 26th Ganaral Chaper had Tinished, | in-
vired Salesians and Salesizn family members 1o celebrate
a new gracefiled svent the 150th anniversary of the
launding of the Salesian Congregation by Don Bosco.

Gn the evening of the 18th Decamber 1858, Al the Ora-
tory of 51 Francis of Sales, Valdocco, Turin, some Young
men gathered in Don Bosco's raom “with the sofe pur-
pose o presarving and promoling thespirt of rue char-
ity needed for the work of the Graloras for neglactad
young pepple ai risk™ "The gathered group®, wrole the
on-the-spol appoinied chronicler, "then decided to form
a goclaty or congregation with the aim of promading the
glory of God and the salvation of souls, espacially of
thase most in need of instruction and education, whils
providing members with mutual help towands iheir own
sanctification,” So we can congider 1852 as the year of
pur Congregation's birth,

The Salesian Congregation was set up from the
beginning by young man from the Oratory who
allowed themsalves to be caught up In Don
Bosco's apostolic passion and by his
programme of ife.

Thanks be to God this anniversary has bacome a real
spiritual and pastoral jourmey, beginning with the Salam-
nity of Don Bosco on 3151 January 2008, and it will cul
minate on 18th December 2009 with the renewal of
profession of all Salesians hroughaut the warkd: With tha
renawal of the gill of thair lvas, Salesians, as was tha
case with Don Bosco, would like o reassure young
pecple of iheir commitment o accompany them by
becoming their aitentive friends and suthoritalive guides,
whille they make avery allort to put God In prior positon
al the care of their aposialic lite.

This celebration of the 150th anniversary has in fact
aiven us & chance 1o renew and deapen our awareness
of our [dentity as consecraled persons, vowed 1o ghve
God primacy, and 10 follew the obadient, poor and
chaste Christ, fully available ta the Spirt. and thersfore
totally: dedicated o youth, This is an identity fo be fved
[enully and to be visibly manifested through evangalizing
zoal. love lor the salvation of souls, pastoral thrust in-

spired by Don Bosco's programme of life *da mihl ani-
mas, celera lolla”. Our identity has o be manilastad,
then, in the firg of apsotlic passion

The commemoration has made us more conscious of a
fact of undeniable importance. The Salesian Congrega-
fiar was sal up from ihe baginning by young man from
the Oratory who aliowed themsehleas to be caughi up in
Don Bosco's aposiolic passion and by his programme of
life, During 2002 we have recalied and 1old the stary of
the beginnings of the Congregation 12 young people, a
Congregation of which thay, | would have o say, have
been. "coloundars® along with Don Bosco, and this has
urged us on to even greater apostolic commitment to fhe
galvation of other voung pecple. The aposiolic involve
ment of the young is natural ground for growth of the




Satasian consacrated vacation. 5o MzENY YOG Ed-
ple araund the warld, beginning with apostolic e
volvement, allow themsehsas 1a be fascinaied by this
vacation, We have rediscovered the courage, then, to
propose the consecralied Salesian wacation to WaLng
pacplel

Itis my hope that these six years which we began with
the celebration of the 150th anniversary of our Soci-
ety, will become a true time of grace which will lead us
o radiscovenng parsonal holiness as the besl gift we
can allar tha young and the passian o accompany
them in lite as trustad friends,

Fr Pascual Chivez
Rectar Major




A Project for the Future

HGE26 Yaa "charismatic icentity and apostalic passion”
g3 itz overdll sLbsheme, the animation project subse-
guarithy pul into action aim:s ai Righleghting our isentity i
g spacial way. And the first prority o achieve s the "re-
turmi 10 Dion Bosco m order ko stard alresh from fime

Going o the sources of the charism and our idenfity i for
L= the desdre not [t fo e faiehrul b the past, but also &
commiment 1o discover tha road 1o the fulure. We know
thal tar crganisations Kentity s sean as 8 central and de-
termining factor for vitality and success, For us oo the
robustness and infrinsic strength of our ocwn sense of
identily guarantees the sustanability cvar time and the
maanngiulness tor the world of aur Congregation.

Along these lines, the 'provocations’ coming from our
maee immediate calendar of events, like the 1500-an
mvirsary of the founding of the Congregation celebeatad
fr 2009, the centanary ol Don Rua's death celebrated
this year, the cormang thrse years in preparation for 2015,
the bicentenary: of Don Bosco's birth, are-all powearful
stimuli which must be of interast to every confrere and for
{ 1'.']} all Gur shructuras.

Mission is shapad by Eantity; the mission through which
we want o respond t3 the nesds of conireres, collsbo-
ratorz and those who benefit from our work. whila re
Specting cullural specifics mnd ffarent couniries and
conbaxts and al the samaes lime st
ulating a spirit of mitiative
soaeveryone can feel that
e or she has a parl fo
play and shanes résponss
bifity with the Congraga- wealk 11 along with the

ticar. woaung, becomes an

waElxed

selves i order b her

ALTnEntic sountua
The return 10 Don Bosco in
ordar to starl atresh from
him, [he urgenl neead o
gvangelise, and naw fron-
tiers offer us & vision for our
future path, ocne that the an
lira Salesian commuonly S
cammittad o ailowing,

journey marked by
13 " ¥ " y, 71
FiFigse oCallons

spirituality, commun-

he urgent need o

aeing tha antire

figld, through the eves and with

world as a missian |
Warming the hearis of the thie hear of the educalor, aware howsver that there is no
conireres = as | have offen sald - means proposing.a | authentic evangelisation which does not touch the very

WiSa and aven mysiagogcal way lorward, 8 path which,  soul of cullura



The urgant need o evangelise means seeing the
entire world as a mission field.

] . LIS .'-1'1-'] calls us to
r-1|:'|||IJH|'1- i

whio have |
1o hind e
fheir lives, their proce
ment, their happinass
through a specific edus

ambit of human rightz. In other wa
coma for us 1o be innovative in our edecalve and pas-

J our walls

il |1 ll‘l‘l[:lFr.j
of apposing the evil which entrammels

g5 ol maturing, thar sall-acheve-

W We do this
b ugs within the
2 oment e

a change of mindset offer-
b put in place, and refo-
r.u..-.l.l-:] our aim on hose o whom we are sanl,

Like Clon Boe

L] 2 be attentive and sharp read-
ere af au

IMaEGInasarn aur
tar an action that s no
rrr||r':|._'.|. As it was lor Dan

(11)

a ol




Remaining faithful byvangelising

This year, 10 celabrate the cantenary ol 18 demh o Fr
Michasl Bua who was mosi faithful 10 Don Bosca and
s charizm, | have invited the whole Salesizn Family 10
acl as.a true movament of disciplas and apostles af
Jesus who ara committed to the evangelisation of the
yvoung, This is how | wantad to iake up the challange of
Rrelping voung people foday “to ook upon others not
only through thelr own eyes and feelings, but as Jesus
Chirisl would” {Benadict X\

As Salesians we perceive "evangelisation
as the principal requirament of our mission®.

Evangelization is a pressing obligation which we take fo
heart As Salesians we perceive “evangelization as:the
principal requirement of our mission, aware [hal the
young hawve a right o have Jesus proclaimed o them as
the sowrceof life and promise of happiness now -and in
elerniby” (G226 0. 24), In the propoesal "o live our lives as
Jezus lived his., the proclamation of Jesus Christ and
his Gospal should be al the cenire; togathar with the call
ki comversion, acceptancs af the faith, faking ane’s righl-
ful place inthe Chuarch; then. from his, faith journeys and
formsof catechesis, lturgical life and the witness of char-
fable work will come *

Tha Salesian Sistars have also recognised the mofiva-
ticn and power of evangefisation in he lowe of God: "The
Upper Room, where the apostles found themselves all
[aqather, is not & slable dwelling, bul a launching pad,
The Spiri transtormed tham from feardul human baings
inte reaious missicnares full of Gourage wha carry the
glad tidings of the Risen Jesus throughout the world,
Love drives one 1o exodus and o go out of cneself 1o
thier e fronbers as sall gt love grovws by means of love
[Benedict V1), Mary teaches us from the Upper Raom (o
thraw cpan tha doors and sha was the first bo experiencs
this exodus-and sel oul on her journey. The first io be
evangelised become the firs! evangedisers. By bringing
Jesus 1o othars she offerad her service, brought joy, tha
experance of love [GC22 n 33)

But to evangelise young people ioday, we nesd 1o firs
discam amongst their many Inspiraticns the frue though
nod always wall perceived desire "o ses Jesus”. I we do

_——

not do i, who will present the dreams and needs of ihe
young o Jesus? Who will get the young 1o see Jesus?
Members ol tha Salesian Family are called 1o hsten la ihe
yvearnings of the voung o encounier Jasus and, at the
same fime, to read the circumstancas of the young 50 85
1o hughlight the cesire ey hawe 10 approach Jesus This

-

& AUl way of halping Jesus 1oday 1o s I young.

Cinly the disciple who lives in close touch with
Jesus, can facilitate access to him,

However 1o become apostles we musi first become dis
ciples, Philip, andresw and the others members of the firs
apostols growp ware called by Jasus, one by ane, by
neme: "so they cames ko lam”, e teealve: "hey wara o be
his companions and fo be seni oul to preach® (WK
3:13150-16a). And to go 1o Jesus, they had 1o draw apart
irom the people Tolloweng him, 10 1oH0W m as he went
nvilad o ba with

dp the mountain alona, Whoaver 12



2505 anc preach m his name does |
nat belong o the group looking tor g
hirn, Bl g parl of the growp of thase |

whi have encountered him ar
have decided 1o stay with him

And because they had
bhizen with him the paople
whio wanied o know Jesus
1] g approgched them. The de-

| gire ta find Jesus led the

' crowd o go looking for his

disciples. Only the discipla
wha Ives in close touch walh
Jasus, can facilitate acceass
1o him for those wiho desire
this. This explains the urgent
riead young paopla beal 1o an
counfer disciplas of Chrisi
whio will bring them io him jusi
because these disciples are

with him

The first mandate the apostle e
Geives 15 o share his life wilh tha
Lard. In the apostolata this kind of
sharng precedes being sent; his

company comes before preach

ing. Bafore the Gospal takes pos
sasgsian ol thair mirgds and is the
cause of thair labours
in their

not

nearts

ni=

ir

be accepied
Jesus  does
GEospel o somanna who has ol
giwvan hes liba o lim (ol Acts
1:21-22% The first to be sent oul
by Jesus were his first compan

ons

antrusi

B Pascuwal Chavaz
Hectar Major




Rector Major

Europe as mission

Evaluating the evangelising
effectiveness of our work.

The point of departure and the criteria for our evaluation
are the concrete needs of the voung, needs that often
ramain unaspressed or unknown o them and which we
need to discern and provide wards for,

A more authentic foundation of our Salesian bfe in God
will generate an aposiolic and fratemal spint in our com-
munities and our educalme and pasteral communilias;
and from thesea renewad Salesian communities there will
emarge a theological reading of the needs of the young
and our consequent mission amaongst them,

Eurcpa presants as being culturally wellequippad, bul
micre convincad than ever of tha inevilability of raligious
relativism. For evangelisation today, thersfore, cullural
motivaticns for faith must be expressed and made ex-
phicit if they are 1o survive. The winning hand will be to
show the Salesian charism al work through deeds, by
praference choosing situations where it is most visible
and fruithul.

Redefine Salesian educational presence and
make it more axplicit,

While re-defining and examinirg our educalive and pas-
toral affering, there ars bwo criteria to Bear in mird: |E will
be particularly necessary o give special allention to
places and settings where culiure s generaled and
passed on, especially schools, and besiges, presanies
which foster personal accompaniment and the llounzsh-
ing of vocations need o bae maintained and strengihened.

Dur specific task is 1o think aboul a new kind of educa-
tian, new ways of being close 1o the yourg; and this will
raguire new structures. Wa nesd howsser [0 bear inmind
ihat wa are not the anly ones that have had 1o face these
problems; many athers are invoheed in doing so, and this
iz why we should combine our efforis and be open to
collaboration.



Become more European
1o be closer to the young.

It e essantial 1o pul i mobon a communicalion procass
and have an exchange of expenances amangsl Haka-
sians and members of the Salesian Family in Europa
foster mutual awareness and encourage real coopera-
tan, the main chpective: beang attention 10 hose 1 wham
Wi Ard Sent as a pronly: disadvantaged youth, migrants,
ihose at nsk, ele. We can give imporlancs ta infegraled
projects &l the European level in the area of schooding
and technical education

Internatonal communities ang aiready 8 reslity n Europe.
We need reflection and qualification o be able o best
expladl ihe wealih and passibalities that come from mulk
ticuHuralism for common lile and mission, An increase
in imternational communities neads io be suppored and
intercultural understanding i urgent

Fr Pascuwal Chaves
Ractar Maior



Our Province needed

this springtime:

Don Bosco visits in full mid-winter

Dear Fr, Pascual:

Mo that our Father Don Bogeo has finished his visit o
pur Province via tha relics contained in the Casket de-
sighed for the cécasion, the Reclorsin Chile along wik
Fr. Prawincial and his Counall, in the name of all the Con-
freres in the Province, express their immense gratitude
for such an inspired initiative, and for whal has been an
pocasion of pride; emotion, gratitude, recognithon, and
wocalianal anmalbion for our Salesian presence,

Wa Know thal vou were the main one behind fhis idea. an
ides thal came 10 you some fime a8go a3 an inspiration,
It you could see and feel what we saw and falt in every
place our Father passed through, you would have the
same feeling of gratifude to God for having given usin
Pon Bosco g Father and Teacher who franscends ime,
place, generations and social classes: We have been
mawed by the simple and sincere affection of 50 many
peaplawho cams just 1o sea aur Falher, friend and goaod
shepherd, They expressed this in many ways and it
touched our haarts esch fime they passed in front of the
Casket or came back to tell us something. It was im-
pressive o see voung people show thelr kove and grat-
[ude lo the Saint with whom they [dentify in a particular
wiy, The entire Salesian Family was irvalved in organis-
ing and preparing this llostious visit, experencing whial
wou asked ustodo in the Strenna for this yvear, making
of our Family'a vast movement of people.

We have bean moved by the simpie and sincera
affection of so0 many people who came just to
see our Father, friend and good shephard.

Dear Father, aur Province needed this springtime which
visited ws in lull Chilean midwinter. We found light, jov, -
delify, apestalic courage, and recagnition of whal cur
prasence has meant in this country over the last 122
wears, and the commitmeant to fesf responsible for the
heritage we have received and for the fidelity and waork
of 20 mary Satasians in our hislon.

We are grateful and surprisad at how many Bishops in
fheir dioceses, Government authorities, community and
arganisation legders expressed recognition of he work
of aur Congregation and of what the witness of the Sala



Dan Bo
i e

We believe that Don Bosco has rejuvenated
the "da mihi animas” in us.




Rector Major

erial bul only Jesus gives us (e sraengih w live, Zon
Joscao is a beauti'ul exarmple of giving aur lives “or the
paor. All three o us are stuoving law and we wan o
wiark in defence of poor voung pecple in Chile™, One of
them is a Salesian gast pupil from Gratitud Nacional, the
other two studied in a secular college.

I'was becoming aware that Don Bosco not only worked
miracies in his lifetime, byt the most important thing is
that he is working even greater miracles still: giving
meaning 1o Hfe for young people loday who parhaps
have less meaning 1o live for.

Perhaps Don Bosco worked his
greatest miracle on me.

| zaw voung people not ondy 2inging and clapping, but |
saw Them with thair gaze lized on Don Bosco, insilence,
praying. crying and still praying, in silence Their faces
felling of the emations in thair hearis.,

I saw mary young people, their hands covering thelr
faces as they cried. and | saw young p2ople who wanled
fo towch hirm at any cost. | asked one young man wiy he
wanted o touch Don Bosco's Casket "My mothar works
all day. money means everything 1o her but | don count.
I'm just a probdam. | wanted to touch Don Bosco 10 get
his caress, because his caresses are raal, strasghd from
ihe heart”.

My boss had given me a book so | couwld read something
about Don Bosco, so | could prepare my article batter.
The author is Teresio Bosco. That evening | want homs.
I spoka with my two children: gave them a kiss goodnight
- something | hadn't done for a long time - and | bagan
1o read Don Bosco's life. | have no idea when | fell
asleep. | was dreaming of Don Bosco and | was smiling.

Perhaps Don Bosco warked his greatest miracie on ma.
Young peapke wani life, love life, but true life that comes
fram the heart.



It iz true that ioday many voung people get lost in drugs,
consumesism, but Don Bosco worlks miracles with many
yaLng peope tocay also, as he did many vears ago with
ihe voung Raul Silva Henriguez. When a colleague of
ming asked why ha bacame a Salasian and not & Jesuil
he replied, "Don Bosco fascinated me”

Plaase work another mirache:
remain always in our midst.

Don Bosco had conquersd many young pacople in our
country in those days. May Don Bosco returm, may thens
B2 many Salesians in Chile today conguerad by Don
Bozco, koving with the same hearl ag Don Bosco. May
SUF country have more colleges, maore Oratories 5o that
voung peaple may be lisfenad 10 the dapths ol thair
heart, My twa boys are going o amongst thase pugils

Thank you Don Bosco, thank vouw for visiting ws, thank
you for giving meaning in life to many young pecple.
Pleaza work anather misacla: remaln abways [inoour midst,

Author & Chilagn journalis!
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Meeting of Provincials of the

Europe Region

Prowincials from the Motk Curcpe Begicn met in the
Salesian seminary in Krakow Dalwean 1-45 May 2009 .
Puring 1hese "our days, the shpariors o 15 Provinoas
and- 2 Jeleganiaons worked Lnogs 1he chaimanship o
the Regional Councillor, Fr Stefan Turansky, 1o establish
a program for the current B year period, Much care and
alfention was ateg devaled 1o Project Europe; adopted
by thie Hecior Mapor and bis Cotmesil

The meeling was also aitended by Fr. Adrian Bregolin,
the Vicar of the Rector Major, and Fr, Francis Cereda, the
Farmation Councillor, weho draw the altention of his au-
dignce B the organization and guality & Raligiows Liks
and Salesian Formaiion

O Sunday, May 3, all Rectors fook part In a Mass con-
cluding the annual celebration of the Salesian Youth
Movement of Krakow Provincs, Saviomalia 2009 ook
place for the 18th fime and gathered abhout 500 young
people from the enfire Krakow Province, from Lodz (War-
saw Province} and from Lvow (East Circumscripticn). The
Mass was presided over by the Genaral Councillar for
the Morth Europe Region, Fr, Stetan Turansky, and the
homiby was dedivered by the Vicar of the Bector Major, Fr
Adrian Bragolin

The Rectors walked along the path of Krakow's
historic places, from the Town Market, through

the Mariacki Church and the places connacted
1o Karal Wojtyia, the future Pope John Paul |1,

Faor the voung pecple participating in Savionalis, i was an
opportunity- o meel Salesans from differant parts of Eus-
ropa; for the Beclors, a5 slated by Fr, Bragalin, ‘it was a
greal gitt: 1o participate in an Euchanst with the young
people, because young pecple are the reason for our
lives, the choice of our ves', Refiecting on the Word of
Gad, Fr. Bragodin rembnded the woung pecole 1o billd thedr
livas on the rock, which s Jasus, the Good Shepherd, who
sacrificed hig life far 2ach ane of us. Referring to Don
Bosco, who devoted himself 1o the youth when fulfilling
the. purpose. of his ffe, he encouraged. ihem
ler ok for the vocation that God has prepared for all of us.
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Despite the intensive mesating schedule, some time was
desvatad 1o relaxabon and visiing of the beautiiul and sig
nificant lacations in Krakaw, The Bectors walked along
the path of Krakow's histonic places, from tha Town Mar-
=et, throwgh the Mariacki Church and the places con
nected w Karol Wojtyla, the future Pope Joblin Paul Il This
Papal higure Turther led the particigants 1o wadawica,
wihears thay visibad the family haomea of The Wotylas and

had BEvening Prayar in the local Church's Baptistary

After four days of wark, pravers and meatings, the Bec

fors trarm the Marth BEunope Hagion relurnsed b e com-
munities happy and ennched, praserving fhe good
memaries fram the fime spant in Krakow












Where Salesians are ‘made’

The novitiate: A year for learning
Salesians of Don Bosco

Do wou know where Salesians are made? a con'rara
gakad a group g’ boyvs prepacting o mes tha navices. A
strong image, maybe a bit outragaous, b t'savs some-
thing about & Salestan novitiate

When a young man, in facl, accepts tha call 1o felow
Jesus in Don Bascao's foatsteps. a few months of preps-
rafion later he crosses the threshold of the novitisle. It is 8
Lnique vear for his religious formation, Intenss praver, se-
fious wallgulded dizcarmment, pastoral expenances and
study are the basis for allowing the vaung man 1o dndes-
stand wheather Salesian life truly reflects God's wall far hien,

We gra al the enfrance io Rome. An international nowv
tiate was re-opened at Genzanda in 2000 1 iz for all the
Provincas from Cenlral and Sculhern Haly and alsg Por-
tugal and the Middle East Bon Bua had it built in 1856,
The first Director of Novices and: Beclor was. the wary
vourng FrLowis Versiglia who then became a missionary,
bishop and maryr! He was just 23 vears old when ha
faak up this lask. He remained in il for 10 years.

*| am convinced that | am In the novitiala by
God's grace. We breathe the famity atmosphere
that Don Bosco wanted. | have experianced the

happiness that comes from Iving and working
togather. This |5 the way | want to live®

Which are the “strong pomnis” of & novitiste?

Canstant sincers prayer which shows a capacity 1o be
wellknased i daily Iife, experience, Much relevance then
I5 givan 1o comamunity ard personal prayar mormants, 1o
allew each novice lo carry oul an authantic discarmment
of God's will,

Study Im the mormings novices have classes, and Inthe
alternoon — like students around The woeld - they study.
And what subjects? The basics of Bebgious Life, The Sale-
sign Conshlutions, languages (English and Lating, Likwrgy,
Don Bosco's fife and the birth of the Salesian Congrega-
tion, lundamentals of Social Communication, the Cate
chism ol e Catholic Church, the Salesiar Famiby.

to be aut

hentic

Direct contact

aratory at

with the young, All the novices go to the
the weekend and from time to fime mes
archanl sludenis becomeas Ihe prmme i, Row-
enear, [he navitiale franstars o the Soulh of Naly, in Cal-
abrea, toa small willage: MNatile

S SUmnes

Hare The novices animate village ife II'|":_‘:-|_|;:"| he sium
cames a Salesian play-
: ||"J;"cl as thaza young people

#{F of their childran and young
Oon Bosco

et camp The village square be
graurc. I—'c—:-::-!'!n:' Ik o ¢
oray, sing and play with
ralatives "1:': NoWICes exXperience as

[P ||'_!:‘" them to

i'IE“"'I-' and thirst, fatigue and work, Iving

Thesa are two weeks which seal the first approaches o
community lite expersnced by the novices, with all the
{ wictoriesz af 8 fascinatin O vear artar enter

men moloated, ndeed

dithiculfies ano

N &% yaung saducad by Jesus



and where they exit, God willing, as Salesians of Don
Basco, launched forth on a life of self-dedication to the
Lard

Basideas what | am tefling you, hara is what some of my
novices have o say:

| am convinced that | am in the novitiate by God's grace
Wa breathe the family almosphere that Don Bosco
wantad. | have exparienced tha happinass thal comes
trom Iving and working togsther. This is the way | want
fo live” (Doemenico Muschard - Haly-Sicily)

By novitiate? It s friendship and communiiy! A time for
growing in riendship with Jesws, lar learnmg how o be
silent and ta give some roam 10 the Word, the only thing
thiat always speak to us. A time for alowing oursalves o
change and o build” {Antonio Lopez - South Haly)

“This year | have experienced maore what it is to be a
child of Gad. | have encountered the face of God. 11 has
bean an authentic sdponance of His lowve for ma”™ (Fubén
Ezcnbano Care - Spainiadrid}

"In the noviliate we learn to sharpen our senses for per-
ceiving God alone, We learn 10 see a divine light in our
brather's gaze, learm 10 be humible. It is a lotally Tasci-
nafing yaar which leads you o want 1o live with Him, Ha
who makes all things new”™. (Stefana Casu - haby-Carr
tral Circumscnipticn)

Angelo Santorssla 508



The ‘story behind the story’
motivates formation in EAOQ

A owaershed seminar in Jarwasy 2007, entided The
awry bahind [ha Swory',  Mas esulbad in an zas Asio-
Deeania (EAD) region-wide emphasis on formation for
Salesians and the Zalesian Family, based on solid ap-
proaches o Sakesian Studies,

The motivating force was the saries of 1alks by Fr Aldo G-
raude of the new "‘Cenirg Studi Don Bosca” interaoully
Ceantra at the LIPS in Rome on the Mamoirs of the Ora
tory and the several ‘lives"of bovs at the Oratory, all writ-
tar by Don Bosco hm2s)l,

A watershed seminar in January 2007, entitied
The Story behind the Story”, has resulted in an
East Asla-Oceania (EAO) region-wide emphasis
on formation for Salesians and the Salesian
Familly, based on solid approaches
to Salesian Studies.

The East AsiaOceania Begion, formed in 2002 froen-an
garlier configuration known as Australla-Asia; has
adopled a sel of guldelines for formalion drawn up by
tha Congregation’s Formalion Degartment in
2005 The pasl sevaral
vears: have seen ihe de-
velopment of -a Mobile
Formation Taam which
has lakan on the lask ol
writing Galesian Siudies
coursas starting from pre-
novitiate formation. lewvel,
and intenze work within in-
dividual provinces o en-
sure crilical ranslations in
g number of local lane
guages of key Salesian
bl

Studies
tlald. Interast in Sale-
siamty  has also
baen nurtured by
the appearance of

SEveral Dooks, In

Salesian

cludirng the rmult-
vialurme Don Bosco
Following the Giraudo semi- History and Spiri
nar, many provinces ook ad- series of rr Arthur Lenti, and the inspirational, posthu
vantage; ior thelr annial Betreals, of men (0 he-Region | mously published retreat conferences, Slarting Again
Wht hEve bean ralnsd or ave wide expanence in the | /rom Don Bosco by Fr. lan Murdach
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Interprovince collaboration

in initial formation

Marmation i such a complex thing [hal wooay especially
itig aver mara dillicL I o ore province alons o tackle all
the formation tasks ina fully satistaciory manmer. 1 hosa
being formed need good fTormalion circumstances (o en-
hance thiss human, spiritual, intallectual and apostolic de-
walopmant akong with a bountiful commuunily experance.

It is & serious responsibikity for & Provincs to be able fo
look after every lormation stage, because it requires an
enarmous autlay of resources, well-prepared formation
and teaching personnel, adeguate number of thosa o
be formed, appropriate setfings and materials. Basides,
Provinces need 1o reflect together, exchange experi-
Bnces, draw up criteria and-teaching materials, share
comman iniliatives 30 we have become well aware that
pooperation amangsl Provinces s essantial for the ink
tisH lormation area.

For some time now the Congregafion has been imple-
manlirg various kinds of cooparation. Provincas in each
ol tha -aight Begions of the Congregalion have a Coor-
dinator wha calls togeather and presides over the yearly
meeting of Provincial Formation Delegates, Amongst the
mary activities already set bp In quite a-few Provinces (s
the initiative of & vearly measting for “incullurated forma-
lon® af formators.: There are angoing faemation cenlras
in Quita in Ecuador and in Bangalore in India which
serve the Hegions.

Mary initial formation and study centras are [ntes-provin-
cial. Already, preparafion for parpelual prolession and
various. ongoing formation activities are carried out
[Gintly amongs! Frovinces ina Region, Al such inifiatives  has set up a single postnovifiate for all four Provinces in
are qraduatly leading Salesians 1o agrealer sppreciation | Lad and a single theslogical study centre in Krakdw

of the benefits of inter-provingial coopesalion. in an sver
mare globalised and multiculiural sifuatian in particular,
along with inculiuration thera is an appraciation for the
opporiunity of inter-culiural formation, At the beginning

Already, preparation for perpetual profession

achieving this cooperation has been difficult, but now and various ongoing formation activities are
tha resulling benefils ate more and more appreciated. carried out jointly amongst Provinces
in a Region.

Recent months have seen new sieps in consolidating
formation commuwnities and stuedy cantres resulting from
provincial coaperation in many parts of the Congrega- | The six Provinces in Spain now have a commaen Mavi
Hions Cithar SUch plans ara on ke drawing boasd. Poland s tiale in Granada, Postnavitiata in Burgos and Theology







Promoting the Salesian

Brother vocation

The 26ih General Chaper gave new impems 0 pomol-
ing ihe Salagian Brother vocation, indicating to the Con-
gregation clear partis to follow.

It invated Focal communiiies 1o foster the presence of
Salesian Brothers amongst the yvoung In pasioral and ed-
ucatonal leadarship rodes nol just &t an sdministratneg
and organisational level, and encouraged them o make
this vocation known

[ atss asked Provincas 1o foster, where possible, Sale-
sian Brother presancs m he vanous Provncs animaticn
gervices, especially vocation ministry, prepare fhem as
formators and makes them part of formation commiunk
ties, support the specific formation of the Salesian
Brother, somathing now happening al Regional and
Inter-ragionat leved.

Along with the: altenficn it gave to promoling the Sale

i .'EH:I} slan Brother vocation, the 2600 General Chapter asked

lor a pralound change o menialily o tha pard of avery

Salesian; ha s askad o recognise 1he unique nature of

: the Salesian consecrated vocation in both its ministerial

and lay form, Before the diversity.of his v¥ocation and Iis

functions, each Saleskan & a consecraled parson who

hasg chogen 1o decicata his enfire lile o God, o fodlow

the ehadient, poor and cheste Lord, spending himss

for the sahvation of the young and [wing in fraternal come-
munities.

[N

Before the divarsity of his vocation and its
functions, each Salesian |s a consecrated
person who has chosen to dadicate
his antira life 1o God,

Given that the Salesian Brother vocation 8 often not ur
derstood - his mole and purposs s nol always presaned
wilh adeguale emphasis in aspirantatas, pre-novitizles
and novitiates”™ (GL2E6 58% - the Formation Depariment
of the Salesian Congregation has prepared an aid calked
The twa farms of the vooalion 1o Salesian consecrated
fife: The Salezian Brothed and the Salesfan Priest. The

|

asentad as cuthings, alfers rellaclion points

5. 185 &im i foofoster shar g amongsd pra-

novices and vacafional discarmment

F ol ng thee Tarst part winich deaks wiin vocabion n gen
aral and the thrae polneipal forms of Chrstan voacation
ihe sacond parl of the aid devalops the lapic of tha Sala-
sian consacrated wpoation and its bwo iorms; while the
third part offers pre-novices the critena for vocabona! dis
cernment; and he Feurth part presents an oveniew ol

Iormalsn curncula

The Congragation has set up 8 twosyvear spacific forma-
tion period for the Salesian Broiher after Practical train
116 of the Salezian Conshitution

ng. Arficie in taci

5
raquiras that, lodlowing Prachical Traiming, the Salasian



gariurly i

The Congregation has set up & two-year
specific formation period for the Salesian
Brother after Practical training.




Farmation

Salesian studies

and knowing Don Bosco

sian Spiritualiyy” in Berkeley, o'lering Salesian Camily
membars retewal courses in Salesianity.  ha centre
publishas a magazing, the Jaurial of Salesian Stuaiss.

One of the obsiacles fo Salesian Studies always has
been, and shill is, language. Bacause they lack a know-
ladge of Halian, many Saklesians do not have access o
books on Salesianity, and less so Salesian primary
sources, mostly in kalian. In recent yvears an effort has
been made to provide translationz of important officaal
documents in different languages. In Englsh, the publi-
cafion of the sevan volume “Don Bosco: History and
Spirt” by renownad Salesianity expert Fr Arthur J, Lenfi,
has been a great opportunity.

A further impulse for Salesian Studies has
come from the Regional Ongoing Formation
Centres in Bangalora, Berkelay and Quito.

Mearwhile work is proceading on other language trans-
lationg of important sludies for Salesianity, Amongst the
miore recent we can nole fransiations in Poruguese and
Polish of Braido's two volume Dor Bosco: prale dai gio-
varn el secoio delle fiberla, and translation in Por-
fuguese of Braida's, Prevanire non reprimere, both
indicated as textbooks for postnovitiate and Specific for-
miation. Tha way i open for translation o other lan-
guages of basic resources and works, and iniliatves of
this kind are infensitying.

Francesco Cereda 506
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Stories of hope: Salesian technical
education in the East Asia-Oceania

Region

The Don Bosco Techrical School in Juel Kork, on the
ouiskirts of Phnom Penh, has some interesting furniturs
far sale, az discovered recenily ona visit to the school by
a lacal Cambadian magazine raporter who wrola: “As
you approach the walding department, the scund of con-
struction can be heard and a white man is bent over &
piece of furniture, Val Sutherand, 70, is a seasoned an-
gineer with the-Australian Business Voluntears (ABY)
Pragramme. Standing back he seems salizhed wilh tha
prototyoe of what seams o ba a woodsen gardan Banch
with unusual arms and legs, Only affer close examing-
tion is-it obvious that it s, in part, made from AK-4T i
tornatic rifles”, &.story of hope.

Technical education, preparing young peopla to
aarn a living and confribute to society, has its
origins in the beginnings of the Salesian
charism, from those early days at the
Valdocco Oratory.

I Lahore, Pakistan, and in Ulaanbalaar, Mongolia, Don
Bosco technical institutas thia year graduated thair
largest ever batch of students, mot anly to the joy of siue-
dents and parenis who now have the comfort of knowing
[hat thelr song and daughters will almost certaindy find
good amployviment, bul alza 1o the loudly exprassed sal-
isfgchion of Government, who have ‘rewarded’ thesa
schools and their mentors with praise, and also by facil-
itating their continued development in varous ways, 5o
res of hope.

Technical education, prepaning young paopla 1o earn a
living and contribute 1o society, has s onging in the be-
ginnimgs of the Salesian charsm, from those early days
al the Valdocoo Oratory. The limes have changed but
nod tha amma: "Honest cilizens and goad Christians’ o
gocd Buddhisis, Muslims or whatever has seen superb
technical education under Salesian inspiration burgeon
all througheul Asia and Oceania. Technical education
ahways naeds to adapled to local needs. Wa find, for ax-

ample the custanding Salesio Poltach in Takya, which
has taken over from the long standing lkuei Folytech and
s seen as one of the city's best examples of nignly pro
fessional technical education. Or we can go o the Don
Bosco Techmcal Candra i Apia, Samoa, regarded as he
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Action: Ammalor = name of an avant pregarad by The
whiole Salesian Famiby in Slovakia for their voluntesrs.
The mast active vaung volurteers meat in the capital ity
Bratislava during the weekend 2- 4 Cciober 2009 o ax-
perience the power of unity of the Salesian family, mest
thelr good abd friends wham they collaborated with for
rriarny yaars and boild up seme nesw frsndships wath ath-
&rs as well, learning something more aboul Salesian soir-
ituality in 1he bygoing.

It was hugely enriching for us in the famiby.
We really felt we were from one
big Salesian Family.

There arg about 1,500 yvoung leaders warking during
their free time with children and other young people in
Slovakia. They devole much energy, enthusiasm, free
b, skills and évan mong bo tha long baem, regular wark
with ofther people withoul expaching any raward. 800
siech wolunieers came to Bralislava o participate in the
event Acltion: Animator,
The Salesian Family
wantad 1o say “Thank
woull® durning fhis event

About 300 families from
Bratiglava ook vyoung
vilurilears  nla theair
homes far the weakand
They gave tham not anly
g bed bul alzo a family
atmospheara and ac-
caplance, I was
hugealy enriching for us
in the famih,” =say=
Maria Ticha, mather of one o
tha families. “We raally fall wea were from one big Sale-
sian Famiby; we had a ot of cormmon 1sseas.”

Volunieers divided into 70 small groups were plaving &
game In the city after the cpening ceremony, They
ended the day wilh adoration in 51, Martin's Cathedral.

“hara ware workshops pra-
parad for them on Saturday.
“The first block was aimed at
practical skillz imporant lor
arirmatonrs. “Aler ihe break we
dicd the secaond part on the
topic of 'Being a leader is a
lifestyle,” explains Zuzana
Bédbavkava, coordinator  of
Achior: Animalian Yoluniears al
the Main Square in Bratislava
promised to work 308 250
hours this school vear for chil
deanm, young and athar pesgda in
nead. & huge surpriss was also a thanksgving on ihe
part of voung woluniears to the Salesians and Salesian
Sisters. They astonished the Salesians and Salesian sis-
ters with an unexpected gift - a T-shirt bearing the slo
gan: We badlgve in young paooie, "We put aur T-shirl on
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Confronting poverty
by creating public policies
on behalf of the young

Stdohn Bosco Provinea (1503) founoad in 1947, isa civil
society charitable organizaficn bazed in Belo Horzonta
= MG, Itz miesion is o contribule to the education and
evangelisaton of the young with prefarence for the poor-
gzl amangst them. We carry ouf stclal and educatonal
activity in the States of Minas Geraks, Espirito Santa, Rio
de Janeiro, Goigs, Tocanting and in the Federal District,

Thase social and educalional activities are carnad oul
and coordinated by the Salasian Poputar Educalion Sys
tem [SSEPL In arder to achieve this mission, we highlight
the following activities: cenires for voung children {oraio
nesl, youth centres, Salesan Centres for Young Workers
(CESAMS), working with adolescants with social prob-
lems, and education ol youth and adulls. Thase acthates
are coordinated by two programmeas which foliow the
guidelines of PMAS -The Mational Sccial Work Plan. The
two programimes are the Basic Social Protection Pro-
grammae and the Special Social Protection Programime.

A5 part of the Basic Social Protection Programme wa
have CESAMs - Salesian Centres for Young Workers,
Created by [SJB in 1973 in Belo Honzante - MG, the
CESAM offers areal possibility for young people to find
wiark in the labowr markst, |n 198%, UMICEF recognizad
it &z an exemplary social and educational insiitution,
When CESAM began to bring aboul good results in
Minas Gerals, one was also sal up in Goids in 1974, in
he Fedaral District in 1979, and in Bio de Jangiro, In
1985, and hinally, n 1936, CESAM was set up in the  formatian of the one Baing educaied. By providing ada-
otate of Espiritc Santo. | has not stopped there. Afler quate physical structures, we iry 1o foster the invohee
b vedrs of Salesian presence in Palmas, in the Stateof = mient of the young pecple through activities that enable
Tocanting, there (2 a study in place 10 see f 2 CESAM 5 him or her 1o build their own project of life

alsn viable there,

Az g socialization service in the area of social and edu- :

cational sugport, the CESAMs educate and evangelize welagan Lantres for young warkers ecucate
young pacple whe are sosially vuinerable, by educating and evangelise young people

for and through wark. Currently there ara mora than & who are socially vuinerable
thausand of our young apprentices in the labour market, by aducating for and through work.

Fellowing Don Bosco's maxim, "good Christians and
honest citizans”, the actvilies of ISJB aim al tha integral
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Technical Professional

Schools in Chile:

Serving young people in vulnerable areas

ainee 188/ tha Archangal Gabrigl Provinse ol Chile has
bes=n serving tha young “rom the more yuinerable sec-
tions of Chilean society in 8 Regicns of the counfry
strefching from Antofagasta in the Morth 1o Magallanes
ir the South, The Province has openad 11 lechnical-pro-
tassianal schools 85 & way of bringing educatian, evar-
gefisation and development o the country, especially for
woung pecplewho neaed a stable fulure but who lack the
FEsoURces 10 entes 1he -CEILrI'|1I":|-"E WAIOUS Universities,

Thase schaaks sl recave State subsidies, meaanming that
farmilies pay only & part of the casts of education for thigir
chitdren

The curranl specialist areas for which the sludenis are
prepared are as lollows: indusinal machanics and/or aw
tomctive machanigs in 10 schools; electricity, electronics
and/or ielecommunications in 3; graphics in 2 and 1ech
rical desigrin 1; industrial food production in 1 collec-
tive lood sanacas in 1; lounsm sarvicas m 1; accouniing
in 1, 5% of these are devalopad undar the heading of
dual education. meaning that they complate their edu-
cation with a chance to carry out work experience, in real
cicumselancas.

In educational terms our schools have bean a
reference point and are in the forefront of the
activitias that the Ministry of Education
astablishes for technical-profassional
education in the country.

15 imporant o have some dala clear Ihasa schopls
hoddd 32% of the total schooling populsation for Salesian
Colkeges in the country and 2% of all thoss who matric-
ate from lechnicalprolessional schools, 35% of those
wihit campleta thedr schooling o o 1o lurthar Sludees al
bartiary lenal

Almost all the specialist studies are accredited by the
Ministry of Education, meaning that they recognise their
lachnical capacily (managamant, avallabilily ol aduca-

ianal areas and laaming rasgourcas, BEehnical prepara-
nian of teachers, st bo conmtinually improse thei- man-
agement and the results for students who complete their
studies. At the same time 55% of these schools have
paen giean the seal of qualily tor instifutional manage-
ment




hlight that

| pra

Ve hiave Degun o put i
islry of Education o mical-prolessional  proach o the pastoral and educalianal t:
aducation in the country. We are amangst the largast in
terms af the numbsar of Church institutions re

pastaral aspec ¥5 & majpor raka, and are

i ematovability

no graduate harg are many
al tha mid and
r, ira men, arti
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Youth and work:

Preparation for work in Venezuela

Don Josco was abays inberested in Young workers, e
livezdd at & nirne whien the process ol industrialisation i9
Fiadmant, faly, meant that many yaungsters abandonsd
their families. and went 1o the city of Turin in search of
wiork. He used gather these voung workers on Sundays
at the Oratory, visit hem during the weak, find work 0
tha faclories, see that they recened dignifiad treatment
and an adequate wage, and he succeedad in drawing
L work contracts which recognised their righis as work-
grs. Later he set up technical schools and workshops in
arts and trades, so they could be preparad for work,
making them good Christians and honest citizans.

After 100 years in Venezuela, the Salesians seek (o re-
spond o new forms of poverty emerging in the couniry:
by crealing a nelwark of Bon Bosco Hemes and Youlh
and Waork, & Salestan civil Associabion for work prepars-
tion for sireet kids and out-ol-school children,

After 100 years in Venezuela, the Salesians
seek to respond to new forms of poverty
aemarging in the country: by creating a network
of Don Bosco Homes and Youth and Work,
Salesian civil Association for work preparation
for street kids and out-of-achool children.

A its misslon Youth and Work offers involvement in so-
cigly and work for young people between 15 and 25
years of ages who have remained outside the formal
school system and theretore run the serious risk of haw-
ing nothing 10 da, unemployment, drugs and delin-
guency. By leaming a Wade and with human and
Christian formabion, they kearm o regain sel-confidence,
canfidence in their ocwn skills gnd abilifies, so thiat at the
end of the programme they are in & position io fit nio the
wiorking world.

The programme aims al their playing a producive part
in sociaty, work, irvohemant with public and private an-
terprise, the satting up of microbusinesses and cooper-
alives, encouragement for free initiative. Youth and Waork
linke 46 work preparation cenlres, offering 400 coursas

annually for gome (0000 young peopla, One imporlant
gector is made up o 21 cenmmss sarving ingigenous com-
miuninies i1 Amazonas, Uelta Anacu-o, Bolivar and Zulia,
offering courses in Handicrafts, Woodwork, Churuatas
and Bongo manufacture, Literacy, Dressmaking, Agri
Guiflura.

The 15 community centres are found in popular suburbs
offering short courses like Accounting, Secretanal serv
lces, Mice technology, Hotel management, Administra-
Social Work, Salesmanship, Adminisirative
assistant, Pra-schoa! halpars, The 10 indusirial cantres
affer tewn year programmes in Metalwork and welding,
Indusirial and automotive mechanics, Plastics, Electric
ity, Electronkcs, Refrigeration, Computers, Carpentry and

1o,

binat making, Computer sludies, Shoamaking, Can
praduction

“outh and Work ' is a network of the Salesian Family and
thie Church. Besides the Salesian centres, others are run
by the Daughters of the Sacred Hearts, the Daughtars
af the Divine Saviour, Salesian Cooparators, Pazt Pupils,
Violunteers of Don Bosco, We also work with the Vicari-
ates Apostolic of Puerto Ayacucho and Tucupita, this lat-
ter belonging to the Capueching, and with ather Religious
Congregations like the Marizls, Claretians. the Lauritas
and diocesan panshas [§ s a natworking axpenence
which allows communication, articulation and exchange
of ideas and resources amongst each of the nodes mak-
ing up the network
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Through this programme fhe Salesians in Venezuela fry
1o support a broad charitabde movement in the stvle of
Con Bosco on behalf of young people wha are out of
school and excluded. Cur proposal is thal young
peaple who have baen repacted by society can be con-
vierted into corner stones for their own lives

it i= difficult to find work in our country,
but those who do not know what to
do find it even more difficult. This is why
work preparation is so important.

Cur goals are: to consolidate those centres already
apaned, imprave the warkshops, renew equipment, re
design the curriculurm, girengthen the programme of val-
uas larmation. Paople want capable warkers bl
aspecially honaest citizens with good human values

Anathear challznge & o accomparny thasa who graduate
as thay lind work as junses employeas, teach tham thale

righis and dufies, or help them fo find work, We should
highlight the recent creation of two work mediation and
assasament offices for micro-businesses and COODerS
lives: ane in Caracas and tha other in Valenaia. [£is difli-
cult to find work in ouwr country, but thase who do nod
know what fo do find it even more difficult, This is why
wiork preparation is s important

In the area of propecis, we sel up inks with businasses,
instifubions and NGOs o suppor our programima in Yar-
ious ways: donation of equipment, resources, study bur-
saries, improvement for workshops and courses, finding
wiork, gualifying our formalion procasses,

Everyona has tha right to dignified work and 1o be pre-
parad for it, Wi do not want young people to be reducad
o begging or asking for alms: we ask God and Mary
Halg of Christians o bless them, so that in work and
thrcugh works thiy may learm how 1o ba acliva inimpray-
ing thair own lives,

Fr Radi Blord Castilo 508
and Fr Luis Fellpe Ramivez 508
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Don Bosco Technical

College Pristina

Light and hope for young people
in the young Kosovo Republic

2001, Lening of the foundation sionea for Don Bosco So-
clal and education Sentre, Pristing. The idea was 1o build
a technical centre and an oratorysouth cenire,

Coctober 2003, First fechnical courses begin, December
2005, The cantral part of the sohool comples is com-
pleted

Ours is the only non-State school
of the kind in Kosowo.

August 2008, Everything is ready. Dithiculties? Many,
2006 was the most difficult year, The usual fechnical
courses for young unemployed and adults did not gel
off the ground. There did nol seem o be a significant
presance ol voung peopls. | looked like tha educaiional,
social and paskral progect was gaing 1o fail. Mainte-
nance cosis had sky-rocketed,

Bul September 2006 saw some courageous and ull-
mately successiul choices made. The new Reclor and
tha Salesians set about studying, looking around, ask-
ing what direction they had to take for the Salesian edu-
cational presence 1o get started decisively. We put our
Irvestment into lay people who had been prepared in
sitw, Warking as a leam togather we came up with tha
straieqy that it was necessary o integrate technical frain-
ing, schaoling and social work

Henw? Metworking with [ocal civil and church, State and
private institutions; lislening (o the questians and tha
needs of the young; manitaring ragquests fromtha abor
market and social groups; making the guality of Salesian
education knowneas well as the effectiveness of our for-
maticn Weas; speaking about- and presenting Don
Bosco's Preventive System; developing a scholastic ap-
proach which linked theory and prachce, classroom les-
sons with exaercises and learning in workshops with new
and modern eguipment,

April 20407, we prasent the Mimiaier for Public Education
with our new scholastic plan to open a technical college
majering in electronics, computer studies and tefecom-
muricaticns, Curs is the anly non-S1ate school of the
Eirsd in BoSow,

In Septembear 2007 we began with twio sections, and in
October 2008 we needed 10 expand 1o four fhen, Sep-
fember 2009, we had 1o close applications, raising the
numbar of students per class from 28 1o 32- Within two




In recent months the State of Kosovo has

recognised the Don Bosco Education
and Social Centre as
a "centre of excellancea”,

The cantre 2 a broad selup with 4 main 2eciors:
School. lechroal educalion and work prorme-
tion: Ted

Centre

and dasly

sacial problems se

MLy,
-our ways o bring a smile back o (he Halkans!

» D Figre 508



YaR — The Young at Risk

Don Bosco South Asia Forum for the Young at Risk

Yal k& a moverent with the Young at Risk. "aR' in Hindi
[the Indian Lanpguage) means “friend” and thal is what
we are — friends of the " Young at risk’, the prionly target
groupwe reach out o the young people who have been
forced info situations of great risk, YaR is-a forum of com-
mitted and dedicaled citizens, organisations and net-
wiorks, working for the young al nsk 1o ampower them
and o accompany them ta strength, growth and frans-
formaticn,

YaR reaches out 1o the following groups of young pecpls
al risk: siraet children, child labourars, school drop-ouls,
trafficked childran, the yourg altected by HWV A AIDS,
calamities, war etc |, the young in conflict with law,
children in need of care and protection, the physically
and zexually abused children, the abandoned and
prphanad childran, child solders and [he unaccompa-
i childran.

Challenged by the marginalisation of the young and in-

':.45} spired by Don Bosco, the Salesians in India began a

2 310

Fll'l lHlI
h.‘ ul
“ L

i

-
iy !?

[ourney ol reaching aut i this huge population of young
at risk [YaR} in a humbla way in 1974, Thea first young at
rsk mission was a collaborative venlure of Salesians wilh
the City Corporation.of Cochin for the education and re-
habilitation of sireet children. It became & Unigque exan:-
pla ol sociely parlicipation and NGO-GOVT
collaboration fhat it inspired Indian Salesians fo return o
Don Bosco and o the origingl charism

The first young af risk mission was &
collaborative venture of Salesians with tha City
Corporation of Cochin for the education and
rehabifitation of strest children.

Az the years passed the differeni Provinces of Salesians
acrozs Soulh Asia began projects o reach out 10 the
Wy al risk, especially intha urban areas. Each of them
furned oul o be excellant examples of semices for
yoUNg persons in dangearous situations. By the end of
the 1990s the Salesian provinces started setting wp
commissions in their provinces 1o animate such mis-
sions for YaF. It didn't take keng for Salesian Provincials'

Conference of Soulh Asia to establish a forum, which is
a network of all the YaR cenfres of Salesians in South
Asia Thus tha Con Bosco South Asia Forum far (he
Young at Risk bacame g realily

nepired by Don Bosco and challenged by the marginal
ation of peapbes, espacialy of tha young, we will sirive
by cur athhudas, way of ble and achons, o amposwar he
Young at Risk and 0 create a just and humane socisty
by joining hands with socially responsible citizens and
rOUpS.

Mission Stalemant of YaR:

-We shall incarmate cursalves, as individuals and groups,
in locations and communities where marginalization is
more prevalent,

- Wea shall accompary tha Young at Hisk in their slruggle
oo groaw 1o fullness in freadom and humananass

-We shall provide positive emdaronments that will prevent
exploitaticn and will empower the young at risk 10 be
afentis of persanal and social transformaton




- We shall create new spaces fo grow, live and work fo-
gether; especially giving priority fo participalory, human
and child rights perspeciives,
- Wilh tha yaung in ihe foredront, we shall nebwark with
afher socially responsible individuals and groups in
building communities and movemenis

We zhall build each of cur Salesian settings into dy
namic educathye pastoral communities and vibrant Sale-
S|an Cﬂl‘TJrllUf'ﬂ’.iH".—i.

We will strive by our attitudes, way of life and
actions, to empower the young at risk and 1o
create a just and humane society.,

05 cilios and tawns of Inda are freached with 1079 sape-
ica units for tha YaH. These sarvica unils includa sheltar
haomes, childrens homes, youth hostels, street pres-
ances, childline felephone services, HLE/ MCS services,
child labouwr zchools, vocational training centres. Groups
and movemants that are activa in this Tofum ara Pear

Leaders units, Youih for Youth growps, Self Help groups,
Fast Pupils unils and over & thousand Caring Commis
nity Groups

Whila sach of the centres of this forum serve the young
at risk with tremendous dedication preserving their
unigueness and diversity, the DB YaR Forum networks
among them 10 help thaim leanm from aach olher. | works
b pramola among tham haallby values and social work
praciices and brings them together info a single power-
ful woice on behalf of the young at nisk, The foroem also
supports movemenis, praclices and systems in our ¥Yal
cantres, 10 gros Into natonal mavemenis, aking them
beyvond he boundaries ol ihe larum and share hem wilh
other bodies committed to the causa of YaR. We balieva
that this is the way of impacting the lves of a million chilk
dren who are at risk.

(42)
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| look at the sea of faces illuminated by the light flooding
through the windows of the altar al my back and my
breath caught in my throat: beautiful,

Theirs are not the cherubic, smooth, delicately innocent
beauty vou would expect of children barely passing the
first decade of thair ife. Deprivation has robbed them of
the: Fetght, e bulk and intelligence they should possass
af their age. Look closer and you'll see fraces of uniold
pain in the taviness of the shoulders, anger in the rigid-
ness of thejaws. unexplained fear in the rapld darting of
the eves. Though marked by Ihese scars of experienca
and the strain of survival, or mavbe even because of it,
they ara children stili and breathiakingly beautiiul,

Look closer and you'll see traces of untold pain
in the tautness of the shoulders, anger in the
rigidness of the Jaws, unexplained fear in the

rapid darting of the eyes.

Theay are ithe 600 children of Tuloy, a Don Bosco Streed
chikdren Village. Qrphaned, abandoned, neglected and
poor they wauld have been frittering their life away on
[ha streats if not for the unbalisvable loresight of a saint
who Iived bwo cenfuries aoo.

| myzelf encountered Don Bosco in the presence of the
Salesians when | was still in High School. The compan-
[onship of tha Brothers in tha most inconseguantial ac-
tivities like play, oufings and the like lefl & protound
impression in my youth, For me it was as simple as they
were there, they werewith me - plaving, laweghing aven
ceylng with me. | can even say that my heart pattered the
rhythm o the Salesian preventive system lirst bafore It
beat for my vocation as a priest

But it iz mw vocation in Tuloy, working for the poorest of
the poor that swepl me with fascnation for both my Sale-
signiby and my priasthood.

For me, Tuloy is mare than the accolades, awards and
recognition It has received over i1s 15 vears of existence.

it iz more than the surprised gasps of visitors as they see
the complateness and cleanliness of the facilites of the
Tuley sa Dan Bosco Sireat children Village. 11 is mare
than fhe thousands of children we have assisted over the
years and fhe thousands more we will assist,

Tu.‘ay /s winare | am confrontad Dy my waaknessas and
limitations and | encounter Sod challznging ma 1o be
human and allowing Him 1o be my God,

Tuloy is where | am confronted by my
weaknesses and limitations and | ancounter
God challenging me to be human
and allowing Him to be my God.




Twloy s where atiraction (o
peiat, papulasity and peapla in-
sisfenthy backon and | lind my- el
salt renswing my vocation on a
daily basis

—
Loy i where D work closaly with
lay paople as parinars and | am
confinualhy inkrigued by the differentfacets of God's mys-
tericus call io every person

Ty bz where | comie face to face with the insidiousnass
al ewil and | can'i help bul be awed al the pawsar and
majesty of God in the simplest, mast ordinary things

Tuiay s where ine nonsmaterial needs of the hundrads of
Childran arg as dasarsa as hedr wags of exprassing it so

\
e

that | stopped prac
Heing he pressanlive
syslam; | I it

Tuloy is where | am

fascinated, awed,
amazed, mspirad

and happiar than | hawa avar bean,

It iz during the celebraticn of mass, with the saa of
scarred beauly surrounding me thal my vocations come
togather: Salesianity, Priesthood and Tuloy. | have come
home,

Rocky Evangealista 508
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Human Rights and the i
Preventive System |} L,a

Giving dignity back to the children of God: youngsters whc;r have been
betrayea, ground mito the dust, e,xp:'mf_e'r:i

The International Congress: “Preventive Systen and
Human Rights” took place in Rome from 2 - & January
2009 on a parliculary significant occasion: the beginning
of the Jubilee Year when the Salesian Family was cale-
bratirsg thse 150th  annwersary of the loundabion of tha
calesian Congregation. At world level there was aiso the
Blh anniversary of the Universal Declaration of Human
Rights [Paris, 10 December 1948} by the United Mations
and al the baginning of 2008 the “Internalional Year of
Human Highis Learming” (UN General Assambly rasolue
tion 6241771, International Year of Human Rights Learning),

You have works, colleges, oratories for the
young, but you have only one treasure: the
pedagogy of Don Bosco.

In seaking the signilicance of the connections babween
thase evends we recall the Bactor Major of tha Salesians
of Don Bogsco offering the 2009 Sirenna to the Salesian
Family. Fr Pascual Chavez, 9th successor of Don Bosco,
proposed that: "we educate with the heart of Don Bosco
la devalop the lives of voung pesple 1o thair full potan-
ligh, especially the poorest and most disadvaniaged, pro-
mating their rights.” Af ihe beginning of his commentany
on the Strenna Fr Chavez quotes Fr. Duvallet, who
worked clozaly wath Abbé Pierra in the apostolate of re-
educatian of tha vauryg. His massags was addressad 1o
the Salesians: "You hawa works, colleges, orataries for
the young, but wou have onky one treasura; the pedagogy
of Don Bosce®. In-a world in which woungsters are be
traved, squeezed dry, crushed, explodted, tha Lord has
enirusted o yvou a padagagy in which raspact for tha
young person, far bis greatnass and his fraifty, for his dig-
nity &5 8 son of God prevall, Preserve it, renew it, rejuve-
rate it, enrich il with all the latest dizcoveries, adapd it 1o
these twentieth cenlury crealures and Lhair ragedies
that Don Bosca cauld not know aboul, Bul for heaven's
saks, preserve itl Change averything, it necassary lose
all your houses but preserve this treasure, forming in
thousands of hearls the way o love and 1o zave the
voung, which ks Den Bosco's herilage”.

These is a propesal echoing through this appeal: a new
understanding of the Preventive Syztem, Don Bosco's

aducational harifage, under tha banner al lostenng
human rights, espacially those of juvenilas, Tha Interna-
fional Congrass "Freventive System and Human Rights”
was something the Rector Major wanted and he en
frugted s pregaration and axeculion to the Youth Min-
tstry  Department  along  with VIS - Wolonlaraio
infarnazionale per o S

il LIEAEACE,

The Preventive System is a sure approach to

educating the young, overcoming all barriers,

and it is offered as a platform for dialogue ina
new culture of rights and solidarity.

The experance of 50 many Salesians from around the
wiorld confirms that the Preventive System is & sure ap-
proach to educating the young, cvercoming all bamers,
ared il 15 oflered as a plaliomm far digieguea in a new cul-

o
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Don Bosco project in Bolivia

So children may recover their love for life W

Amaongst the various significant works of Don Bosca in
Bolivia, varous projects have coma inlo being In Santa
Criz since 1988 giving attention to tha needs of the
young who have been affectad by their parants” unem-
ployment, or street life for lots of children, delinguent be-
haviour amongst gangs and & growing atmosphers af
violence -especially In main cibes ke La Paz
Cochabamba and Santa Gruz.

Thus the Don Bosco Project for children at nsk came
Imta Being, One of the first stages is the *Mano Amiga® (a
Frigndly Hand! Home, where children are often brought
by the palice, ar sent frarm religious or pubdic instutions,
or even brought along by peopie whao keep an aye oul
for them on the streets or in ofher dangerous places,
They are-often brothers of those already at the centre
and Lhey arelaken n o avold vel andiher experiance af
farnily separation.

The "Techo Pinardi” (Finardi 3hed] Home takes in strest
children with no place to gleep, and who are very often
mistreated by the police, or thair naighbours since they
liwea in such 8 missrable state, Mary are affected by
drugs or are escaping from Qangs

Those who wish 1o get cut of their situation are (rans-
farred to *Palio Don Bosca™ a day cenira whare the child
chooses to leave the stneels and is grven specialist edu-
cation, either in practical workshops or where he or she
can go back to formal education in school, according to
nead.

The stay in these homes is always just for a time,
until the emergency situation that brought thea
child to the Project has bean overcome.

Ancther stage Is for those most affected by sniffing
drugs, or nofably alfected by thalr slresl circumslances,
and is called "Grama Mogha® [(Mogla Poullry Famm)
Homa, Through cooupational tharapy, koaking affer pouk
try, they can reconnect with their childhood and their al-
mas! wasled adolescence,

.

_1‘:- :"ﬁ..

And those who are ready then go on to "Hogar Don
Bosco” (Don Bosco Home), a home for orghaned chil
dran, of neglected of slhaiwise al nak, and who hava al-
raady bean ihrough the earher slagas. The yvoungslars
are brought fo this Homa 1o prepars them for fifs: fermal
schooling, workshops, ving in communiby, spot, prayer
peace

Cnce they turn 12 thay can opd for a fechnical carger and
receive this kind of education at “Albergus Migusl
KMagorne” (Michael Magone Hostel), for adolescents who
zeek this: then at "Barrio Juvenil” (Bovs Town), for Those
aver 18 who study and work but still need accompani-
ment, It 15 in thase wa Homes hal they prapare for lika,
Aftar these stages the young person is more prepared (o
re-entar society, work and look alter himseli, be respon-
sible for his actions, and contribute 1o builkging a oetter
Wil
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Don Bosco's heart hears the silent cries
The final aim of the asian works is 1 chil of these children, adolescents,
dran who have {Fesir o r lifa, and it Is ab y young people on the street.

irg fhem security and fresing them from the dangs
the and fin 0l I

ward a ch
hearing these cri
heart of Don Bo




Young Spaniards celebrate Easter

One thousand eight hundred young peopie from all over Spain
and from every Salesian Province celebrated Easter in 2009

The manner and sivle of celebrating Easter in youthiul
seffings s rich and varied. In some Salasan provincas
these celebrations bring adolescents and older yourth fo-
gefher in various places and according to various age
brackets. Other celebrations are local, tied 1o the Sale
Slan cormaumnly; othars sl are rural, 0 country parishes
where the people hawva grown ald ar have lacked dus
pasioral attenticn, There are Easter celebrations which
include some parts of the Santiago Pilgrim Trail. In this
way hundreds of yvoung peopla celebrate Easter each
vaar, Ihe Mystery of his death and resurraction, gelling
irnvalvesd 10 brirgging peapla together, prepanng and then
leading thess encounters

"We celebraled Jesus Passover and we discoverad the
poawer of fos lowva, a love ready 1o grea ilsell unbo death’
gaad Twabey Villota al the conclusion of the Egster cale-
bration in Somalks. He highlighted especialty the “desert
day” which they had on Holy Saturday: “This time alone
offerad us time 10 think, pray and start out fror our e
penance wiln s guestions, 15 rouhine and amply
spaces.,. In the evening wa came back home o Somalo,
our Emmaus, and shared the day's refleciions..”. And
hve finished his testimony in these words: “From Somalo
wi wioldd ke 10 pass aon the oy and courage neadad &0
we can proclaim thegaugh our fves that Jasus is tha anly
Lard and that he is sahkation and meaning for our warld
and its history™,

Really, Easter celebrations with the young
are a profound refigious and pastoral
experience, very rich and fruitful.

As Miguel Angeal M. Mufa writes, referring ta the Easter
celebration in Antequera, "What we have experenced
over these days wazsn't simply a friendly sefting or just the
warmmith of wauthiul empatihy. [t was above all the cestainly
that Jesus is alive and gives maanmg 1o the lives ol each
one of thess young pecpés, Thesa are yvoung people who
have discovered over these days that what gives value 1o
our existence ks not what | have but who | am’

Dither than these youthiul celebrations of Easter, there
ara soma in fhe cities, the “Urban Eastar” or "Qpen
Casier”, where Holy Week is celebrated in parish ar ad-
ucational settings, offering specilic occasions for an
Counted, catechesis and persongl and Communal prayver
lor young paopla, A5 Farnando Miranda amphasigad,
‘thig is how we craata links with Salesian mimistoy in
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these celebrations with older leaders, families and young
adults wha have been educated by us and on whom we
can count in the panshes and educalive commauniiies al
this cantral mament of Chrshian ivirg

And the Santiage Pitgrim Trail is not left out of these
Easter celebrations either. 35 pilgrims from the Cisnenos
di Alcala de Henares Youlh cantre did ihal, covening 1=
Rilarmatres over six days from Sarma to Sanfiago de Com-
pasiela. They gat o Santiaga on the Friday and in an im-
provised chapel in the hatel at "Monle dal Gozo™ they
celebrated the Lord's Supper and the various Offices of
the Triduum

Really, Easter celebrations with the young are a profound
religicus and pastoral experence, very rich and fruitful
We can zay withou! doubt, like Joan Marqués siad re-
farrirg 1 Easter at Castalnou de Bages: “This Easlar was
ot pust being tagether; for us it was a constant living in
[and with} God”

Bodendo Soler 508




1
P

el

UL
JIY

i,
U

f

)

|

CampoBosco, Salesian RAP.

‘alla salesiana’!

Womeaning reflection, A& meaning animalion and P
rraaning prayear... (hizs is tha Campal3nsca program me.
iz 8 poweriul opportunity a-ganised by the Salesian
Family since 2005 and takes place in the last week of
August at the Agriculiural High school at Bessins {near
Roanni). The fiest lirne thay had 16 youngsters, the sec-
ond 35, then 70 and last year around 100, For The 15{Hh
anniversary ol the Cangregation this wear we arg ox-
pecting 150 participants!

‘R’ meaning reflection,
A meaning animation
and ‘P meaning prayer.

Coming from the four comers of France, from Salesian
Houzes and elsewhere, the yvoungsters have four very
full days. "I've come because | found the experience ax:
callant [ast yaar”, says Joackim. This yaar ha 15 brnging
a frignd, Ghislain, Theair main inferest is sport, &s for the
spiritual bit... in small dosas.

Each ane comes with his or her own talents and it is a
chanca lo share tham in various workshops: milsic,
singireg, thaatre, animatians (carlaans), clowning, magia,
video, dancing. Every year has a new theme. This yean
"Once upon a time,,. | drew a sketch, now vou put the
cedours 1o 1",

Right fram the start, Jear-Marns Patifciars, the coording
tor, highlights what this is all about, "Our task is 1o writs
CampoBosco's pages togeiher. Each one can give of
Mg best o the activilles chosen. And aach can lake up
activities thal he or she daes nat normally do®, Tha suc-
cass of CampaBoscs comes from everyone laking part
In the activities on offer.

To lead young people 1o raflect on thair lves, there ara
some lastimonies from people in society and Church.
Prayers and Mass are tiad to the real lives of tha young
pecple and life at CampoBosco. The final day before
l2aving & prepared 1or an inree oocaswons in thres. gif
larant placas: In he activibas hall, a r-hance io [hank tha

Lo for the axpadience of hesa days 1ogethar, [ooking
al phiclas and i inendship groups, receounting what has

and sharing the Waord: and then finally Mass in the
Chapel,

Ihe youngsters gal imaobvad an thir lirst night ol arrival,
The workshops give each group the chance ta prapare
something for the concluding festivities

Some af the YO peanie whio have takon parl in Came-
padasco, have this fo say @ Jean-Benoil, 14 al his firsl
CampoBosco: °1 had some extraordinary times. | didn'
find people left out or alone; we spent all our fime 1o-
gethar: what | liked most was the final festhities, the ra
zult of the three days of workshaops”, Sarah, 17 was there
for her sacond time: “memarias of tha last time and
strang feslings about it broughl me back. | was able to
see friends from last vear and get 10 know new people
What | llked most was the friendships made, imes of
prayer, an excellant sporls camival and the leaders



sanse of humaur”, Béms,
16 i5 frarm Parns He
already camsa last year
Far him the reconcilia
kim0 the evening was a
nigh point: "I was & Cos
arful momen!” he says. | liked Simoan's @stimory; he
went an the Compostela pilgrimage. and | found it really
nteresting. We are the sam= age and | was able 1o dis-
cuEs it with R, Then the hymns came friom BLEJ to help
us pran alter reconcilialion | was mtall larm, ready 1o
aonlinua the night...”

These times together are important
and the kids can talk about their
expenences durng the day.
| try to give each one a chance to speak,

After three years, Young
peopla from 1825 can
become leaders. They
spend time togeiher 1o
WiOrk On the Ineme, meed

up wilh people ghing testimonies. They lead the
games and all the lastivitias, Thay than work with the 13-
18 wear alds durirsg all their fime together, Grégoire is a
stident, Here is his testimony: ° like i a lot b=ing in the
rmuclst of the kids taking part and getting them o take
parl. These times together are important and the kids
can talk aboul thesr expariences during the day, | iry 1a
give 2ach one & chance fo speak. | alsa find the mo-
ments of praver very moving: everyone takes this tims
seriously. There is a lot of respect shown for each cther
| gresy dp sith thas expanence, have been enfnchad by
tha gatharmgs and | think [T be caming baaok nesd yaarl”

Vincent Groozisk 508
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50 years of the

Don Bosco Youth Service
in Belgium North Province

The Don Bosca Youth Sarvice is the organisaian which
heads up all Salesian leisure fime activities for Young
peopde in Flanders (Belgium Morth Province)

Ir ardhar to mael the variows neads and reguasts coming
from summer orataries and many ather youih aciivities
the Don Bosco Youlh: Service offers varicus formafion
programmes, The formalion programmes are based
argund four core lopics: Formalion of youth leaders; for-
rraticn in tha context of tha international valunbasr move-
ment; search for meaning, or spirituality; support for
other youth activities, Other than specialist courses, the
FOFrMEtSn Qrogramme includes, in parkcular. courses foor
varous kinds of leadarship: basic courses for vouth lead-
grs (bows and girls); coursas tor those who are senior
lgaders in charge; coursas for those who insiruct young
leaders

The infernational voluntesr work offers voung peopla
cancrate opporiunities for working in spacific Salesian
contexis, 8.9, In the Democratic Republic of Congo,
Zambia, Mexico (with Vides-Viaanderen), Rwanda, as
well as in vanous European countrigs {in cooperalion
with "Don Bosco Youth-Mat™ ).

Activities in the field of spirituality offer encounters based
on lived Christian faith and a deeper understanding of
E=Th a1

And finally the Don Bosco Youth Service supporis a
range o activities for young pecple, e.q. Games camps,
summer aratiores. The service offers camps far specific
groups of young peophe

This year the Don Bosco Youth Service cablabraies S0
vears of existence: half & century dunng which enthis:
aslic groups of voung people have been involved in the
Soervioo's actvilies. One neads 1o celebiala samelning
ol thig kind. A working group has been sel up o daal
wilhi the question: what is the best way o giva thanks for
and celebrate all these voluntesrs (lay men and womean,
Fra, SOBL And preference has been given 1o organis
Ing a day of gratilude and lestivity.

volurdaers were mada welcormse

The day was held on 2510 April 2009, At the campus of
the Don Bosco [nstifute in Haacht mose than 700 {ax-)

[hey all had goad rea-

fouth Service

This year the Don Bosco Youth Service
celebrates 50 years of existence; half a century
during which enthusiastic groups of young

people have been involved in
the Service's activities,

The day began with the Mass, celebrated by the Provin
cial, Fr Jos Claes, agzizled by Fr Fabio Altard, General
cundaillar Youth Ministryand Mark Tips (who s 0

i Dan Bosco Youth Services), The FMA were

represented by Sr Maria del Carmen Canales, also a
General Councillar, and the local Provincial Sr Thésése

0

Angelal, A wholg ranga ol activilles began alftar the
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57 Salesian Family
Pilgrimage to Fatima

Chvery veaar since 1947 this pilgrimage has laken place
and it is ona o tha largas annual pilgriragas o tha
Shrime o Qurl ady ol Faima, withearound 1,500 parkick
pants from ithe various Salesian Family groups and syme-
pathizers of Don Bosco's work.

This "sgiritual retuen b Mary's homea™ ook placs Last year
from 16-17 May. The pilgrimage 5 8 chance for reinvig
orating faith, meeling friends in the great Salesian Fam-
Iy and sharing maoments of genercsity and communion,
That's how it was from the initial greating o Our Lady,
thar tha musical "cFor gua me persiguas? (why areyou
persacuting me?l presented by the Salesian Youlh
Movement, o the candielight procession - a weaving of
Imner silence, af the Wigi,

Tha expenanca allered three great farmation appartis
nitias for tha Salesian Family in
200E-2009: the Salesian Family
lives the Word with Mary, cele-
brates tha 1ol vears zsince lhe
founding of the Salasian Congre-
gation and recalls Blessed Fran-
cisco. Marto (from Fatima) in the
caenlanany of his birth

*Shina like the stars” was the themea
for fhe Sakesian Yauth Movemeni
Mational Cray

On this same occasion, the Sale-
sian Youth Movement commearnmo-
rated its Mational Day in Fatima with
g gathering of all the yvoung people
fromm vanous pastoral sethings run by
tha Salasians, Salesan Sislars, Sale
siagn Family graups and the SYM it-
self, Around seven hundred young
people from every House took part

Lnder the slogan “Shine like the slars m the warld”, Thea
day began with a walk around Fatima, which &l groups
fook part in a&nd which imotved varioss momenis of re-
flection and festivity

The pilgrimage is a chance
for relnvigorating faith, meeating friends
in the great Salesian Family and sharing
moments of generosity and communion,

As well as the “Arte v 1" (Art and Faith) festival which
usually marks the Movernent's Mational Day. given that
s year had baen salected by Popa Banadict Xy as ihe
Year of St Paul, the SYM preparad a musical about he
Apostle, “Why are you persacuting me?. led by Fr. Al
fredo Juvandes and Deacon Joseé Cordedno; music by Fr
Alfredo Juvandes; slage setting by José Cordeire and
coreagrapy by Madia Jesus and Ana Barros, A group
af young actors and actressas from tha Salasian Work in

Lisbon presented the musical
Some 2200 people walched the

parfromance.

ror the accasion the Salesian Fam-
ily of Fartugal had the Salesian Re-
gicnal Councillor for Europe West
Fr José Miguel Muhez Moreno
prasent, and tha Cauncilar tor he
Salesian Sister  Alaide
Deretli, as wall as tha Provincial Fr
Jodo de Brito Carvalhio and the
FMa Provinedal, Sr dMaria da Can-
ceican banios, which mada the
Hactaor Majar, Fr. Pascual Chaves’
Strenna scmething real: “Make of
the Salesian Family & vast mowe
rant af pecple fod the salvahion ol
b young®

Sistars

The closing Mass of the pilgrim-

age was presided over by Sale

gean BHighop, the Auxiiary af Lisban, Bishiop Joadguinm

Wendas,

Raguel Fragala



DRGAMIZACAD: DELEGACAD HACIOMAL
SALESIAMA DE PASTORAL JUVEMIL E EQUIFA
DE PASTORAL FUVENIL DAS FILHAS DE MARIA

J AUNILIADORA

s Pankmars mrormactes consurearoere. ‘18 E 17 DE MAIO | FAT!Hh
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Experience a home, parish,
school for life, and playground

In additicn o schools, parisheas, and retreat cenfres, the
Provinge of Saint Andréw alst serves young peopls
through the relatively nor-structused environment of the
By & Girls Clulk or youth centre. Boys & Girls Club of
America is a naticnal crganisation that provides name
recogniticn-and resources for programming and trainmg
far same of cur youth centras. We Salesians collaborate
with this naficnal organisation and are commilied to pro-
viding evangelical and pastoral aspects in these cenires.
Ir This way we are able to attract and reach thousands of
[Frsar cily young paople who would not be able to attend
o schoots, Inthesa cantres they axpetience a home, a
playground, a school for Iife, and a parish whera they
can meet God and leam o become honest citizens and
good Chelshans.

We ara able to aftract and reach thousands
of inner city young people who would not be
ablae 1o attend our schoois.

Fr. Oresta Trinchier, first Pravincial of the San Francisco
Province, established Salesian Boys' Club in San Fran-
ciscoin 1947 Af the ima, the Narth Beach district af
San Francisco spawned 60% ot
the city's delinguency. He realised
that the volatile, creative charactar
of 1he bovs thal made up the area
musl hava oullels lar thair enar-
gies, The Satesian Boyvs' Glub was
the answer. Connected to Sig
Peter and Paul Parish, first Salesian
feurndaten in tha Uniled Statas, the
Club ioday has grown framandously
and sarvas boih boys and girls from
gl over the city, Mambership haovers
around the 1000 mark:and promises
[ raw evian largar.

The West Confra Costa Salesian
Bovs & Girls Club-of Richmond was
initially started by lay people in the
19202 as the San Pablo Boye Club,

In 1862 Broiner Phil Mandile, SDB. was appointed as
Program Dereclar and the lalicwing yaar becames tha firsl
Salesian Executive Direcior of the Club, The obhjsct of
thie work has atways besn young pecple in need. At first
just boys and then inthe 19905 girls were allowed 1o be
come members. |t then became the Wesl Conlra Costa
Salasian Boys & Girls Club. Throughout the years quid-
ance has been givan 1o young people, giving them a
safe place 1o learn abow IHe and about themselves

Cur neveeast is the Salesian Bovs and Girls Club of Los
Angeles, foundad in 1266 and dadicatad that yaar by
Cardinal Francis Melnfyre, Archbishop of Los Angeles,
and Salesian Cardinal Raul Silva. Housed in a former
Jewizh bMenorah Centre the club has expanded 1o a sec:
ond sife al Salesian 5L Mary's Panish. Together they
apean their doars o literally thousands of young people
Iivineg in the poorast section of LA In 1884 the Club re-
ceived the covetad Excellence Award for Youth Senices
from the United Way of Greater Los Angeales.

Pl Mandile 508
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God's smile

Youth Festival for Salesian Youth Movement, Triveneto

The Youwih fesival lorthe Triveneto Salesian Yowh Mowve-
mant is open io.all voung people from Salesian or Sale-
slan Sislars’ cantres, Irom the parishes and groups they
bedong to, or for any young people wha have come inta
contact with Don Bosco's charism,

It'is a chance to expenence a feast day and o celebrate
their cwn Faith.

Offering this Youth Festival every year means giving a
strong public and community sign as Church express.
Ing cur desire to proclaim the love of the Bisen Jesus
and canfirming cur interast in and love for the young,
and aur cormmifrmeant to walk with therm, |t is a special op-
portunity o broadly evanoelise, where the chief profag-
onists are the yvoung people themselves,

Mugical thealre, the many slands, leadership, music,
maeting exceptional peopls, opportunities for averyona
for confession or adoration make this event, with its
wouthful creativity and freshness. a new “agosa for evan-
gedisation” in the world of the voung. The Festival stands
oul, whan compased 1o similar avanls, for the attanbicn of
pays to youthful invotvement, a practical translation of
the happy slogan “youth for vouth™, It is the young peo-
ple themsehles, infact who dream, create, put Info prac-
lice, wiork, urged on by the greatl benefil they see which
makes them say al the end: *was worthit”, *We naedad
this: aocasipns whare everyong fesls valued and can
hawve something 1o strive &nd live for, opportunities io see
the beauty of the Gospel and the Church ard hand that
on 1o sther young peopha”,

The Salesian Youth Movement oifers its exparience and
energy for more than 5,500 voung people. It is a mass
gathering, for sure, but certainhy not an ancnymaous one.
For each one who can say: 'l am here” we would also
wan! them to say: "Hera | found my desire for God and
community confirmed™ It won't be that for averyone, for
sure, but weare pleased it each person can find his or
her place in the Festival and go back home enriched.

Thanks to tha Warkshagps, whers the youngstars can put
thair skilis at the service of the Festival, and through the
fifty plus Stands where associations, orataries and youth
groups make themselves known, the Youth Festival is of-
fared, transformed and enriched again avary vear.

Zach vear has a theme which comeas from the Recior
Major's Strenna and is then developed by professional
arlisls who meat to find ariginal, poetic, and at the same
fima clear and yautbiful ways of communicating fhe
Gospel, letling their inner selves ba enthused and in-
volved, This group is then broadened lo include the
young people who take part inthe workshops and to the
lgaders who organise posilive exchangas amongsl
young people and adults, dags hat can say a ol bo s0-
ciety ioday

One of the hinges upon which all this turns is the word
'‘crealivity’ resulting from solid effort, sleapless nighls
baking for solutions, but newvear workad aut alaone, There
are tries and refries, constant readjustiments, It is not cra-
ativity for creativity's sake. but i1 is thal original way of ar-
ranging things like a mether does when she has to raise
iwo chikdren aloneg; or like a father does whan ha has o
fircd new wark when ha lurns 45 . This sthe kind of cre-
ativity we find in the Youwth Fesiival, Perhaps this is what
gains =0 much applavse. And perhaps this is why the
applauze seems 2o extracrdinarily approprate. Perhaps
fris s why il s=gems 0 s thal evary allart 10 gain ap-
piause that Sunday hecormes & school lor lzaming how
o gain applauss in life, Because creativity is.one of the
ways God appears (o us..

You are not the hope of tomormow but of today
And... you are not just consumers;
you are invohed!

The 2009 event was especially significant because of
the special presence of Fr Pascual Chavez Villanueva,
th succassorof Don Bosco and the Rector Major of the
Salesians. Fr Chavaz, who contribufed o the morning
show, started up a dialogua with the youngstars: “You
are not the hope of tomorrow bt of todayl And. . you are
not just consumers; vou are involved!”, Inferacting with
them, tha Ractor Major gave them a meszage of hope
wihirch Don Bosco has handed on fo ihem, by ollering
the person of Paul the Apastle, transformed by his en-
counter with Chrisl, and who became a witness (o the
Word of the Risen One. "Dear young peopla, look for



A new “agora for evangelisation”
in the warld of the young.

Christ and encounter him and you will find meaning and  Trivensto we










Missions

Missionary animation
of Vietham Province

Ten years after the first missionaries ad gentes

were sent from Viet Nam, 1999-2009

navices, This year foo saven posinovices have ganer-
ously offered themselves to the BM for mission ad
gentes, These candidales 1o missionary life have had
many assislants wha are carnving oul messicnary work in
Africa, Asia, Oceania or Europe.

The Provincial Dedegate for mission animation is the Rec-
tor of the postnovitiate, where a Lot of mission information
ard lormalion is on olfer. In the third year of the post-
nowvitiale thara is a procass of discarnment offered with
regard to the missionary vocation {which is now the core
of a draft version of a discernment process circulating
around the Congregation and which comes cul of this
experience). The Provincial newsleller lealuras on a bi-
micnthly bases lethars and naws ibems from missionarias,
coming in from 5 confinents, and this is a form of litera-
fure al provincial level that enthuses and brings new mis-
sionary wocalions, as was the case at the time of the
magazing Gioventd missionana, foundad by Fr. Philip
Rinaldi in 1823,

One of the key points is the MO {Salesian Mission Day],
an annual event which brings fogether around 50 mem-
bers of the six Salesian Family Groups in tha provincsa,
ardd which is animated by the ZDEs in formation. As wall
as the formation part - conference, presentation of some
migsionary experiences through theatre, dance and
ginging - at the final Mass some of the conlreres present
their requast fo ba a missionary ad gentas lo the Ractar
Major. The SDBE example s closely followed by the FRA
and the first lay missionanies. Farents of missionaries are
also part of this celebration, and they mest together to
share the joyvs and sorrows of their children lving in far
aff lands.

The Pravince has its own first evangelisation territory
within its own borders (in the centre and north of the
country, amongst indigenous tribes). Each year some
conlraras ara seni on migsion o these ethnic growps n
ihe centre of the country, These are picked after making
a request 1o be missionaries (o the Provingcial, Since the
Year 2000 the Prowince has been entrusted with Man-
golia, which now has threa international communities -
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a slralegic chaice mada by the Province - o guaraniaes
a mare etective evangelisation

The Province has been entrusted
with Mongolia, which now has three
international communities - a strategic
choice made by the Province - to guarantee
a more effective evangelisation.

Adter the first fen years two confreres, for health reasons,
have returmed. One can encounter confreras sem by the

Regtor Majar in the fellowing mission locabons
Ciceania - Papua Mew Guinea, Solomaon slands

Asia - Taiwan, South Korea, China - Hong Kong, Came
bodia;

Africa - Chad, Sudan, South Afnca, Zambia,

Amarica - Peru

Eurape - Hungary, Lithuania, Albania, [k, France, Mid-
dle East



The Rebirth of the Salesian
presence in Juba, South Sudan

ferritary is vast, but the people ara scarce due o Rebsl

(LARA} altacks. Fr. Dominic Padi aarampil and Fr

Heanry Woo reached this place on 13th Movember 2006

Later they were joined by Br. Sandeep Toppo Baju. Al

ihe baginning of evary acl of faith, thera is often a seed

wll “ af fear, for great acts of faith are saldom borm owt of calm
| calculation, Yes, the Salesians launched into the new be-
‘i"ll.'.uI ginning 1o bring prosperity to the troubled youth of this
| .I.I||' : war-lorn sociely. Az Hanry Ford says, "Coming togethar

iz a beginning, slaving logether is prograss, and working
| fogeiher is succass”, Mow Fr. Padinjaraparampil and Fr.
N Faulraj Johnson having stayed with the people, are fry-

v dl ing to bring about progress by intiating new develop-
‘ _.l" mental works along with the help of Fr. George
i Madathett,

illiteracy, alcohodism, idleness are the tratemarks of the
people of the area. The war had its impact on the people
by making them dependenl. Child kidnapsng is anothar
dangaraus phanomanon wihich causes msiabildy to he
people's way of life and to the Salesian mission, With all
these challenges Salesians are now serving in five mis-
sion centres which hawve their own peculiar problems of
insacurnly, instability and infrastruciural ditficullty. It is




rather a naw way of lifa
With the existing parish sel up they are now initiating
proper animaton through faith formation and frying o
ghwa them a new life. They are at prasent rying to build
the community hall and the Salesian residenca.

One day the youth of South Sudan

will harvest tha banafit of the work

and carry the spirit of Don Bosco
to all remote corners.

they are alsa trying 1o strengthen the pecple's exis-
tence thrzugh animation, cooperation, collabaration
and parlicipation, They have 1o leap forward with a big
plan and devalopmeanlal acivities for the peapla of the
sauth Sudan, planning for the ovarall development by
way of building institulions for primary and second-
ary education, fechnical and agricultural training,
feacher traiming and capacily building, health carg
unit and a youlh cenlra, They ara sawing e seads
for development in Don Bosco's way, 50 that ane day the
aouth of South Sudan will hareast ihe benefit of the work
and carry the spirit of Don Bosco 1o all remote corners

M Salasians ara dreaming ike Don Boscao, With tha
Help of kMary Help of Chnstians thay can inculturate tha
image of Don Bosco as a true Sudanese for the benefit
of 1he Sudanesa

Johnson Paulal 508

As they build the concrete structures for existence,
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Paraguay’s Chaco Vicariate

Salesian Missions: for the dignity of the poorest

cated. There were indigenous groups belonging to vari-
aus tribes. Fiest kistorical contacts were made wih the
Ayaran (1962) who Ived in a very primitive state and they
then bagan 1o receive attention in their own communal
groupings. From 1269 until 1986, Bishop Algjo Cvelar
was in charge, and he won over the indigenocus people
wilh his pastoral concearn.

The Faraguayan Chaco has bean undergoing a serious
economic crisis and increasing pepulation loss. The na-




fves have emigrated fo other places in the country in
search of subsistence and work The region has also st
fered major droughls and floods. Communications by
land ara al times impossible and tha river alters the only
franspart bt with long and difficult jgurneys, The mis-
sion work has been supported over a long pericd with
few human and economic resources but with pastoral
creativity and anthusiasm.

Bishop Zacarias Oriiz was the bishop from 1988 uniil
2004 With renewead pastoral zeal he helped education
catechesis, the importance of local lan QUAGES 10 Q0w
vesited the large farm haldings and undeartook lendgling

vear he encouraged formation meetings for missionar-
ies involving refigious and lay pecple

From 2008 Bishop Edmundo Valenzuela has continued
this pastoral efiort. Mew missionaries from other dioce
e and rakglows congregahons have bean brought in,
farmily catachesis has grawn and a netwark al Sommu-
nity radios fulfils a necessary social function, Today, as
an expression of the educative and pastoral mission,
Salesian missionaries are muech involved in the defence
ol the poorest espacially Dy ighting tor thear degniy: land,
wiork and cultural identily,

VWalter Jara S0
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Kazincbarcika

Salesian mission and DB tech. school

The school is run with the support of the Stale and the
Church, The conditions for l2aching and fraining are pro-
vided, Wi woukd like 1o develop the technical formation
of our zeven trades 1o broaden the enterprise | making
oassItde:

- leaching by producing that 1s clasar fo real life,

- ratianalizing the running costs.

Goals: Realzation of a classic Salesian institute

Quality development of the Cratory {religion, free-time).
Slronger evangehsation (religious lile: thearetical and
practcal),

Geza Madudvard S08
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Missions

Trzciniec

A home for young people who love life

tering in view of future work prospects. Everyane learms
carpentry, for example. [n 2005,

of the Province, as a sign of recognition Salesian com
miunibies in tha Pravincs relurbishad much of the house
at Trzciniac, sincs most of the areginal buitdings wera ald
military huts from the military sirport, Salesians today are
networking as par of a naticnal svstem of the Juvenile
Courts.

The Youwth Home has become & Youth Education Canitre,
following the norms of the Folish Sate. As a result the
asians offer

I|‘.'|..:|
Cantre peceives State subsidies, and the Sal




their charism, The Cenire has become a fvpical place
for re-socialising voung people from 13 to 18 vears of
age. The Youth Home atmosphere remains though- a
cenira esteamed and recogrisad for s quabily throwgh-
oyl Paland: assistance, free time, hobbies, interest
groups, culings and games, sporl - but disciplineg oo
and a responsible approach to cooperating in one's proj
acl af lle. For Trzciniec this s all an imnvestmeant in com-
munity and pastoral aducation. In 2002, Ihe Salasians
and the aducatve community at Trzcinies were awarded
with the “Family of 20027 prize, recognising their edu
cational and social sctivity

Ihis 15 how Don Bosca's dreams have bean achsaved

the Communist Fariy's programme 10 educate young
the Salesians are now giving wit

paple without Gad

ness to the fact that Don Bosco was always right: edu-
cation ferrifies & world without God

In 2002, the Salesians and the educative
community at Trzcinkec wers awarded
with the "Family of 2002 prize.

And those who have been unfortunate in choosing the
wrong paths in life, ke these young people, can now feal
that Don Bogco loves them and they can play their part
ir a soceely that onee rajected them

Antord Balcerzar 508




Missions

the ranewed evangelisanion of 1hose aleady bamised
bacaLsa Hhe Chrigtian lile o he [aithol s in q2ed ol a
graat leap in qualing,

From the sccial point of view, 37% of the population is
Bengal. The rest are composed of different ethnic mi-
norhies ard indigenaus tribas which can be tound alse
in India, Thess inbes are being increasingly marginalised
anrd in a certain sense much exploited by the majority
population. They do not have the same sppartuniies for
devalopment and sell affirmation like the others,

The Salesians have been in Bangladesh
just since 24 March 2008 and are already
in the act of establishing their first
presance in the country.

The phenomencn of poverty and misery s a slark real-
iy far the vast majortty of the poputation of Bangladesh,
Qfticial stalistics notwithsianding, the daily earning of a
good percentage of people is between 1.5 and 3 Euro
Pericdic natural calamities compound the problems of
misery. The absence of scanomic reserves makes the
people incapable of repairing the losses caused by
ihesa disasters,

lliteracy and inacceszbility 10 a good education com-
plate the precarious social condition of the majority of
the population in this couniry, and in particular of the
ECOnNomic mingrifies,

In thiz situation the Salesians have much o offer pre-
cisaly bacauvsa evangalisation and educalion ara he two
imtercannectad poles of the Salesian charism. Wa have
come to this country 1o ofier the young people and the
poor in general the hope of & Detter tomoerow that is
mione human according o the Chiistian vigion of life.

The first Salesian presence is at Lirail in the diocese of
Mymensingh. It is situated in the Netrokana civil district,
55 EM to the north of the city of Mymensingh. Netrokona
iz one of tha more underdoveloped disticts in



Hangladaesh. Because ol tha lack ol 5oma bridges wheeh
wara washad away over the vears in succasaive loods
the jourmey between Mymensingh and Litrail is & true ad-
venture of patience and hardships lasting several hours

Al prasent tha poncipal benahiciaras of the Salasian mis-
sion are thae sthinic group calked Mandi (Gara) and 1he
poar chitdren and youth of all the growps in the region
I a few months” time a new parish amang the Mandi will
Gt @ntrusted 10 us. We ana now endaged o pashoral work
with tha accant on new evangalisalion and tha socal
“empowarment” of the faithiul

In such a context evangelisation requires a
seripus commitment to inter-religious dialogue
as well as attention 1o the renawed
evangelisation of thoze already baptised.

e dincasa has handed aver 10 us a frea primary schoal
in the name af 5t Francis Xavier, 270 poor children from
Christian, Hindu and Muskim families aliend this school
Every efior! iz being made o upgrade the standard of
this school. The very firs! requirement for this s a proper
school bulding. Threugh vanous educational inifialivas
for the poor children and tha youth we have tha plan 1o
improve the overall social standing of he mingrities and
of the poor, in crder 10 bring them on a par with 1he oth
ers. For this purpose we are still in search of a large
piece of land, Thisis indeed a vary ambitious draam, bul
for the sons of a greal dreameser, with tha help of God and
the intercassion of Mary Help of Chnstians, this dream
will become reality day by day

Fr Francis Alenchearry S08
Uitran, Bangladesh



The father of the Achuar

Fr Luis Bolla: more than 50 years in the service

of the indigenous Amazonians.

i
el

-

l'-u'll‘!'

That was when | said 1o the Lord:
| am putting everything in your hands.
Only with you thera is life.
| died in order to rise again.

Onan unexpected journey o the east of Ecuador he first
camg inte contact with the Achuar communily, an in-
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Missions

The Achuar ares in Ecuadeor is huge, but Fr Bolla’s goal
was to take up the evangelization of the Peruvian area,
which iz even farger and includes 2/3 of the Achuar pop-
ulation. in 15984 he recaived autharisalion from his sw-
periars toowork with the Achuar in Per,

"There was no Christian tradition. Ancd missicn wark
was much more difficult because the Perwvian area was
larger and mara isolatad, and there weare big distancas
betwesean ane group and anciher, 50 ook several davs
gither on foot or by cance. It was all a challenge”, the
Salesian says.

Father Bolla carmnied Ul his wark in a respestiul way, in
the Achuar style, tak-

Along with fostering the Christian Faith, one of the most
important tasks Fr Bolta has taken on = 10 tranzslate the
Achuar language inte Spanigh, a work of vears of study
ard callacting acal tashimanias, which bhe has braught 1o-
gather in tha publication of 8 senas of books Mundo
Achuar {The Achuar World] which franslates the history,
raditicns, customs, language, myths, songs and the wery
nalure of these people. He has also whllen catechetical
fexts hdosl recantly he complatad tha New Testament
It becomes a legacy for the Achuar culture which only
had oral forms o hand on its past o future generaticns
Ag the author puts it A people without a history is not a
peophe, s¢ il becomes most imporiant 1o write things

dowen 5a that thedr Fustory
supports hem, supports

ing into account the
relationship these
people held with the
gods, thair cammuniby
and culture, their his-
torical experience and
he evangelised them
withaut forcing them
irho conversian.

"I fried 10 work in the

style of these people,

thar  clothing,  bradi-

tions, food, drirk,

housing  respecting

their sivie o get them
o wndersland that |
fully appreciated their
culture. And | helpead
them to take their future
irte their own hands, in
a hurman way, in ongan-
iIsation and in the reli-
gious areg @85 8
missianary, a lang jour-
ney thal was crowned
last year with & deacons
ordained by tha Bishop
of Yurmaguas”

Father Bolla carried ocul his great work with the Achuar
overcoming difficulties, accusations including death
thragds fram drug trathckers, imbar marchants ar the mak
itary, with the one and only meotivation of building up
Achuar communities and helping them to presanse thegir
culture and thousands of years of tradition, making this
people known and agprecialted in the westarn world.

their aboriginal culture”,

Mhe missionary is recog-
nised by tha many Ama-
Tonian communities who
know of the help that this
priest brings to thelr corm-
munilies.

Whatever we  know
aboud the Achuar people
today we owe mostily o
(e wark of this Salasian
whio with that myvstigue
of Dion Boscoo knew how
1o become one with the
inhospitable jungle to
save souls and larm
Chrigtigns. Tha distress
he experiencead leaving

his belowed kaly 50
vears age has been
mare  than  recam-

pansed, It was worth
dying o rise again

Walter Fajardo



Glad tidings for AGL vice province

Around 200 members of the Salesian Family
of the Vice Province of Saint Charles Lwanga
in Africa Great Lakes (AGL) were at the
community In Kimihurura (Kigali).

Belore becoming a Vice Province with Uganda, Burundi
and RAwanda belonged the Afrca Central Province
(AFC) Currantly this latter now comprises the Damio-
cralic Republic of Congo. Uganda belonged fo the East
Africa Province (AFE).

Aftar 2006 ard untl now, the Provincial, his Sacratary
and the Provincial Economer have been living with the
community at Kimihurura for lack of an official residence,
And this is wihy the laving of the foundation stone was
such an imporiant event for the whole Salesian Family.
Progress in construction of the Provingial Housa is a5
sured thanks 1o financial asssitance from the Rector
Major and a number of be tors, To all of these we
say "Many thanks".




Stretching yourself into the

Neighbourhood

Bosco Mangaal (Light of Don Boscao), Manipur, India
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these inshlutions coma logeather for a threa-day pro-
grammea of sharing and larming, The thousands of chil-
dren in these schools run by others efit fram the
charism of Don Bosco, This is Don Be confribution
1o-all the schools in the distric

achool m:

each of whoem confribute onedhird of the costs of the ad-
wcation. Follow-ug by aur stall ensuras that the children
not anly recei

counselling iz provided in 23 naighbourheod
frained stalt, Thiz is Don Bosca's prevanlive sys
s best,

846 chikdren, infected or affected by HIV/AIDS, are spon-
sored aven more generously by Bosco Mangaal. Ba-
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OCIaN MitREsTRY

People's Action for Rukal Awakening [PARA) i 1he Social
Action Iniiative of Don Bosco Missian, Havulapalam,
&ndhra Pradesh State, India, PARA came into existencs
a5 a raspanse of DonBasco Welfare Centre [DBWC) 1o
the. devastation caused by the 1986 Godavarl river
flonds, When the immediacy of relel work was over
DBEWC was rechristened as PABRA and was registered as
g independant society, One and hall years Info reha-
hilitation work, By wihich tima PARA had helped o re-
construct arpund 200 houses, PARA decided to enlarge
ts focus and since then [t has bean direcling i1s re-
sources, bath human and maleral, Iowards =ocial jus
Hes is5ues

Metworking with like-minded NGDs PARA plaved a key
rate in the emergence of Andhra Pradesh Vyavasays
Coolasls Samakya (a frade upion of agriculiural labous-
erad and the DAPPL coliective — a collective of Dalit
Community Based Crganizatons and Resource Organ-
Izations ior rights assertion The word ‘dalit’ (itsrally, 'op-
pressed'} stands for tha lowes! strata of the sociely in
the obnoxiaus caste syslam ol India.

The word 'dalit” (literally, "opprassed’)
stands for the lowest strata of the society
in the obnoxious caste system of India.

The main-areas of work have béan;

1, implamentation of Minimum Wages Al [Cantral-Gay-
ernmant Legislation),

& Appropriation of govamment wasie lands (3 the poor
ezpacially 1o Dalits

3, Prevention and redrassing atrocities an Dalits espe-
crally wamen and children

4. Emancipaton of womsn and raising thair capacily 1o
save and access credit and develop-as entreprensirs.
b Eradication and rehabéitation of child labor

Since 2004 as parl of the UN Workd Programme of
Human Rights Education PARA has baen spaarheading
Human Righis Educaton in the schools of Andhra
Pradesh

o 4 T e T T i T T e ey
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The past vears of work initigted by PARA has received

fremendous response from the people as well as the

aeneral public of the area, Considerable changes have
neen browghl about i tha living slandards of the pao-

nla of the service domain. The large scale adharence of
wople to the movemsnt for Dalt empowerment
aunched by BARA, people’s spontanecus sensitivity to
ihie armanging issues. thair inharenl capacily 10 address
ndapendantly the critical problems that they contrent in
day-to-day life, transtormation of thair affitude towards
self and others, gaining acceptance as fellow citizens
With digrity, Tairness, eguality and equily in Socia

Oracess cormoborate the assartions mada earlier.

Today PARA has carved for itsalt a special nicha in the
area of rights asserlion and paricularly in the area of ra
dressing human nagnis wodations of the marginalized es

nacially tha Dalils, Tha number of cases thal FaHA S
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What inspires PARA in this endeavar
is the thought that all human beings belong
to the one and only family of God without
discriminations of caste, creed, race or color.

Lar » gnath
dignity and

Thomas Pallithanam 508
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Touba: where grains of wheat
are tossed on the ground

S trwth, fo feuth | say o pows unlass the graim of
wheal falis on the ground and digs, (| remaing anly
& singie graim. Butif i oies, i ywelds & rich harvest”
Jn 1224

Thizs varss frofn 5t dohn's Gospel has become a reality
i Towba. Fr. Valentin de Pabila, the former Regicnal for
Alrica and Madagascar, may he restin peace, departad
from this-life here and hig life-is the seed that is making
this ke village tor the south west of Mali Known to the
Salesian world, The last vis 1o Touba by Fr, Valenling de
Pabln's sucoessar, Fr, Guillermo Basanez, raminded us
of the emofion with which the Salesians and the Chris-
tign commnity in: Toubia Telt 8l Valeniin's sudden pass
g

The wisit of the Ragional, Fr Guillarmo was unfargettable
for us. |t was Saturday: 28th Octaber 2008, All the villegs
awailed his arrival, onthe road from Bourelo: Finally o
wards '3 pmy, Iwo vehicles wene seen. There was the
driveaar and o people accompanying. Fr Gaorges Koayl
from Touba and Brother Justin Ajgvan from Sikasso

Exciterment ran high-as he got ocuf of the car, The Touba
dancérs wane ready with thelr sual rhyihms: He was wel
comed by the imporlant paepla from the village and
drank the deliclous honeyed water offered by a young
girl. Ha Bked it 5o much that he asked for a secand, Then
e was ied 1o the food of the tree from abroad. And it was
thara that several spaschies ware ghan; a speach from
tha Christian chigl, he usual leader, and then the Reclor
of fhe Salas@an-community, Fr Gregoire Keils, The Sale-
gian Sisters were also at the gathering

Wa have weicomed the Rector Major
to Touba in the person of the Reglonal,

The speaches were then ollowad by the presentation
from the Touba dancers. He wak offered a sheap, Then
Fr Guillerma-finally spoke s ward of thanks for the mem-
ory of Fr Valentin de Pablo who died in Touba during the
Extragedirary Visitallon. He officially handed ovar the

nisgonary cross belongeng to Fr Valentin o the com
nunily, during he Sunday Mass in frant of all the pansh-
ners. Mow the missionary cross of Fro Y da Pablo can
& found in the Salesian Community Chapel in Touba
where amqone can come 1o pray quieth,. The Beglona
S50 Wwilh s shaed

ard fiva chickens lar a least with the prenowvices and ihe



Means least amang he lgaoers o Judalh, for out of you!
will corrue & feadar who will shapherd my Paopie gl
MY 2161 is 8 varsa that the inhabitanis of Touba will con-
sider o be real. After years of hesitation, equivocation
dacision and counler decishon, oday EVETYOME loaks o
Touba whare the saed ihat was Valenlin has sprouted

hape lar all the villags,

The work in Touba has changed its outlook with the be-
ginning of the building of the new school for first and
cacond yvear classes. & ke maora asitation; esarybody

iz at work, Touba wil show the world that il is not the leas!
ol the cammunitias in the Province or in the Congraga-
tion, but one of the communities an which they can raly
b truly carry out the mission for the young and the un
derprivileged

Farainand Jow 508
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seeking matanal help for the misslons. The mission mag-
arine Salasian Missions continues o ba an imporiant
wn; iF has a grint run currently of

ks migsianany musaum and h
foral and cinematagraphic

Sy Lo in Turin and also with natianal com-
munications madia: Telavision, Radio, Press. For some
years now and working in with ather Mission offices, the
Centre has been financing mission projects belonging
1o thie Salesians siar Sisters and othars. Ower the
last 8 yaars 198 projects have been complaled. In 2007,
the Centre baagan callabaration with the Ministry of Ex-
ternal Affairs thus gaining much re i
the green light o involve funds des

COunires.
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SB - Don Bosco's

Bon Bosco announced on & Janyary. 1877, in the pres-
ence of 211 Salesians, novices, aspirants: “We have de-
cided.. to print & Bulletin which will be like the
Congregalion's newspaper” (BM 13, poB1L Six months
later he asked Brother Peler Barale (o tackle the task,
He was in charge of the printing press at the Oratory,
and.at the time had been printing an almost manthly
news sheat giving information on printing aciivity at Val
docco:books, prayer books, news shaets, magazines.
The dea was for hirm to star! immediately alter the Jan-
uary annauncemeant, 50 he asked Barals fo start rans-
forming his "Biblioflo Cattolice® (The Catholic Book
levwer), part of the Salesian collection, Inte "The Salesian
Bulletin Monthly”, Barake accapted thea job withoul diff-
culty - hie cauld ot say nota

magazine

Don Bosco - and s the 58
was born, and grew . quickly
both 0 pelnt-run and readers,
It graw io the point where tha
Saint broadanad the readar-
ship out: "Here is my secret. |
will zend the 5B to those who
wan! [Fand aven 1o those wha
don't!" (B 17,670,

Don Bosco believed so much | oo -
ir this new creation that he for- =

bade other publications “which [, for iz part, determined thal the
might have the sama aim and P s 84 | e P = , 5B was "the magazine lar the
general nafure of the 58" (Heg- R s whola Sociehy” (Delib. 4121 1
uilations 1923 arl. 441). Hagat | 2= et s e e = B wowld be up fo Michael Rua, his
to e point of calling it “the | - firsi successar, to requently rec
frain  support lor  Salesian ammend that it be read in puldic
work” (BM 17 BBS), alsa clairm- | - g sspacially al table (Circular Lel-
ing-that "The Salesian Society _ 3 == bers, 1/11/1896 iterm 4 and Fag-
will prosper if we ensure that | eic - L2 ulations 1923 art, 18]

the 5B is suppored and ex- |-~ L % = e S pebwer s T

tancad” (BM 17,645), S0 he “f— 'I.-_:lji_:l.- thie SB appears in 56 adi-

considered i 1o be the pringipal
tool for his mission: “The purpose of the SB 5 0 makes
pur sciivifies known 83 much as possibie, for their real
purpose (BM 132600, In effect, Don Bosco wanted a
world natwork of SBe, and he sel aboul creating (& in
1878 he foundad the Franch aditian, in 1880 the Argan-
tinian and in 1886 fhe Spanish. He was awara of the im-
portance of communication and succesded in making
his 2B a modern publications tool for Church and civil
sochaly. The 10ih General Chapter of the Congregation,

lions and 249 languagas, There
are other ediicns in thae pipeline which may s2e the light
af day, The magazine can be faund in 1371 Countries, b
circulates effectively in some 150, Don Bosco wanied i
10 be avalable o everyona, He s0o0n became awane thal
given he cultural deversity af tha peoplas for whorm i was
nublishad, a monalithic version didn't achieve what he
noped for. Today the 56 editions have their own auton
amy, each atlentrse 10 12 own larget audience and cul
ure. This iz whal gives the

magazing |15 up-to-date




character and atility to penetrate. The SB print run workd-
wide cames la some 15 millian par yaar. Michal Mouil-
lard defined it in teeo recdalant sentences; “A Salesian eve
on the world” since it captures and analysas events and
afforts with a view 1o information for education and for

mation; “An eyve on the Salesian world®, a real ool for
e mission which gives, ".-i[:lrli-."i-.l-Z]!-:- Mew's aoul I‘IéJ[.'l[:ll:-ZII-
ings and activities of the Sons of Don Bosca, throwgh-
it the world, a5 an example and stimulus for everyons

Today the SB appears in 56 editions and 29
languages. Thare are other editions in the
pipaling which may see the light of day.

R=aturning 10 Don Bosco for the SB means developing
and contexiualising the Founder's infuitions, In this
sensa b s essantial that the magazing has a church
leal, as wall as a Salesian one, and an aducational and

voulh one - Don Bosco founded ug for the voung and
thal idea incluoded both educalion and evangelisation:
The Church's evenis ara ours too, since she is our
Mcther, Also fundamental is 3 dialogue with readers
which creates strong sympalhebc empathetic bonds

In inday's contaxl we cannol undarestimale lha S5B's
prasancs in Svirteal playgrounds” in the Infernst {You
Tube, Facebook. MySpace, Twitter, and whatever else),
where we find most you ng pecple foday.

Many SB editicns already hava a wabsite and soma
Provincas hawve an onling site with due atention to tha

proper naiure of the meadium

Glancaro Manen 508




social Communication

Agenzia iNfo Salesiana

(Salesian Information Agency)

News from the Salesian World

‘rrrianiaa and communication via Intarnat. Alkar re da-
velopmert of the 2000 and then the 2003 weahsie, the
AMNS webhsite is now inits third re-make,

Cpening o 67 May 2007, the rew ile was far more than
a simple “restyling” of sarliar varsions, bul axpressas the
renewal that the Social Communications Department
wanted o make Salesian information mare functicnal
and effective. It confarms 1o W3C standards, and can be
simply navigated including through a “text only” view lar
those who have poor Internet connections,

AMS presenis today as a thoroughly up-lo-dale onfine
magazine; artickes, photoz, audio and video can be cor-
ralatad around a ceniral theme so that each naws dam
can ba an entry point to the Satesian world, The site was
designad with an information approach whose logic
comes from the rapid development of the communica-
tions world and new forms of journalizm-and news dis-
sarmnation,

The inspiration for this evaluation and renewal of ANMS
was Fr Pascual Chavez Lelter "With the Courage of Don
Bosco on the Mew Frontiers of Soclal Communication”®,
24 Jure 2005 In this lelier tha Beclor Major, commenting
an Don Bosco's cirgular an ‘Spreading Good Boaks' wit-
fen on 19 March 1885, drew up a summary of Salesian
leaching on Zocial Communication and, pulling together
the challenges emanating from the communications
wiarld, he encouraged an appraach which respacts ihe
values and principias we find in tha Gospel.

The Agency has a network of correspondents and <ol
laborators spread over 130 countnes whare the Sale-
sians are. By exploiing principles of participative
journalism, ANS uses the material it receives, focusing
on information reganding Sakesian activity in all its as-
pecis. Key areas chosen draw thelr inspiration from the
Salesian charisrm: youth, aducation, Church. The point
af vigw from which major evenis, be they positive or
tragic, are viewed is also a Salesian one.

In 2007, along with the renewal of the agency and the
developmant of tha new site, three formalicn gathanngs



ard collabarators of ANS, one -

in Rome from 1-4 &arch for R i
European provinces; a second e
in Maxico Cily from 15 - 18
Sepltember for Provinces in
Morth . Central and  Sauth
America and a third in Cebu
from 18 - 21 Oclober for Asia
and Oceania.

i B

AMNE publishing Monday fo Fre-

day, aims at producing Salesian information for Congre-
gaticn media {Salesian Bullelin, province  sites
magazines), as well as for Church and secular media.

ANS, publishing Monday to Friday, aims at
producing Salesian information for
Congregation media (Salesian Bulletin,
province sites, magazines), as well as
for Church and secular media,

The renewal which taalk placs n 2007 was accompanied
by thres other novellies:

- Mew fegal identity. On 17 April 2007 ANS was officially
entared into the segisters of the Rome Tnicunal as a mult
waekly data ransmigzicn periodical. This legal racagni-

wiara held far correspandenis e e s L

liorn allows 1 o dialoguea
and inleract with afber in-
formaticn agencies and de-
velop new projects

- & e [ogo, The new ke
Hiy callad for & naw logo,

el

50 withoul  excessivaly
—— rmadifyi ng ':he axisting one
the ANS initizls were laken
e U @ar m '.ﬁ.gen_?.:a IMNTE

Salesiana”
thus the initial understanding,
- A photagraphic archive, IMAGE BANK puis af users’
dispaosition afl the photos which ANS has collected over
the vears and which come from anund he entire Sale-
Sian wearled,

maintaining

Thoss who work in ANS have a daily task of communi
cating the extracrdinary quality of daily commitment of
Salesians in the sernvice of the voung and the Church.
e Bibfical image of David and Golialh expressas well
the maaning of baing information producers on the onea
hand far from the media hubbub and its strategies, and
small in compariscn with these great media empires, but
wiz arg cartain that our eltorts produce unexpecied ro-
sults.

Danate Lacedonio 508
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Fope John Paul I's tamous last wards on confemporary
communications offer an appropriate context for anyone
managing a web site loday: 'rapid development'! The
Congragation's wab sila, wew.sdb.ong [ils véry much
within that context, Over a period of six vears il s moving
with thai rapid development from what we knew as Wab
1.0 o what iz now "Wel 200 in ling with Web sites that ans
interactive, partalsofiering a wide range-of Seraces. cone
el managemeant syslems as a standard way for larger
sites o ba managed. Attentlon fo standards is para-
maund, parfcuiarty accessibility, sinoe www.sdh.onrg is vis-
ited daily many thousands of times around the globe,
Including by users with limited access opporiunities.

The intention is to develop a wab
design framework that can be a helpful
guide for web sita  development generally
in the Congragation.

An imporiant soffvane develapment in recent years has
bean the impact of the bwin movamants of the Fres Soll-
ware Foundafion and Open Source Initiafive, The Sale-
gian Congragation is: pioneenng &n approach to weab
produciion for a large Beligious crganization, by draw-
Ing on tha principles espoused espacially by the Free
Soltware Foundation, bul reading thesea in ihe light ol
gvangelical, educational, ethical and aconomic consd-
erations - in that orderl Hence far more has been in-
wolved in the restyviing of www.sdb.org than just a slew
of lachnical adjustmenis which have antallad the site
being antiraly re-writbary inan 'open’ PHP languages and
becoming far less dependent on proprgiary software,
As s underpinning  framewsork, wwwsdbormg has
adoplted the 'Salesian Social Communication System'
and begun toexdend that 'systemn’ by developing s own
web design framewark inspired by S5C5. The inlention
is {0 develop a wab design framework that can bea help-
ful guide for web site developmeni generally in the Cone
gregation, Today, evary province and for that matier most
Salesian prasences and works have a web site. The can-
brad sile in Bome i not envisaged as a hierarchical rods
al ihe top of that tree, bul rather a5 a pulsing, prime ncds
giving lifefo a network,

Amangst tha peoneanng innavations uhder desalopman

foor the East thees yaars wilhin the sile has bean a digila
ibrary now containing far in excess of 200000 digita
‘nbjacts’, The ibrary, for the maost part entirely open to
the pubdic, is built from free and open scurce software
ary Reli-
ara avail-

and may be the largast such dignal library of
gicus Cangragation warldwide. I's materials
able in more than 15 languages

Daon Bosco made much of the Atlas! He studied those
anvallable i hils day, and led Fis intensge (o 1o e warkd
and the sabvabion of ds young people with inbimats knowl-
aedge of a world that was reaching the conclusion of ex-
ploration of the globe's physical surface. Maps and

bis med Sur

peoples populated his missionary dreams



portantly their ¢ larvour, his
vigit to each Re 5 acoampaniad
<] hosted by www.sdb.org
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A communications culture of
respect, dialogue, friendship

Whiza I Selanc HMam, Provincial o Korea Province, re-
cantly anaressad the meating ol Salesian Social Com-
munications Delegates from sha kEast Asis-Oceania
Regicn in Seoul {March 2008}, he indicated that in his
view, Salesian cenlres in the region wene wellequipped
irberms of hardware, bul nesded 1o ensura the ‘soflware
of Saleslan values' was always pra-aminent, 1twas good
advice, and anginer way of emphasizing Pope Banedict
XN 2009 Communications Day message o promote
a cullure:of respect, dislague and friendship.

Tealling the Story of Jesus', the First Asian
Mission Congress theme, has touched
a nerve in many Salasian communicators
throughout the region.

Aza Region, Easl Azia-Oceania has faced up over a
number of years to ks paculiar sal ol communicalions
challenges in lerms ol Salesian Regions, Most Salesian
Regions are continentally based and svan single-lan-
guiage bazed. East Asia-Oceania, instead, contains 8
sixth of the world s languages, an enormous range of ac-
cess oppartunities fromealmost nona o the best on the
planet; and the widely diverse cultures of Asia end Coea-
rig, seperatad, in many cases by large expanses of
ocean, The region has developed an 'ecosystemn’ of
communicalions oppartunibes over a long perod, For
the pasl lwelve yvaars il has had an email newslatter
which comas out almost daily, cerfainly several times a
wesak, weall fed from confnbuiors around the regicn. This
newsletter, australasia, as it iz titled, Iz now close o s
3,000th edition and provides a verlable lving history of
tha reglon, The region also saw the birth of the firsl-ever
Salesian web sie, back in 1882, awebsite thal beganin
Its prowvince of origin but now serves the enfire region,
Every province in the region now has ilzwebsite, indeed
almost every school or pansh o other Salesian activily
in thase provinces by now has ils awn websita, Many
Salesians run their own blogs. The Salesian Bulletin is
produced in-a numbar of the mager languages of the re-
glom,

But communications, "Social Communications™ in par

S
=

ficulas, | far reade than websaias, b and email. And
50 1l i5 thal a number ol Salesians arcund e region are
daing precisely what the Popa has vrged land Fr Mam
above has hinted at) adding the "software’ of Christian
values. This is achieved through edecatcn i the com
nuncabons cenlras that we ind desalogng in the Ha-
gecan, Bt the Don Bosco Media Schodl in Saaul tor
students who might not otherwise succeed in aducation
but are particulary competent in this field, or the Don
Bozco Sihanoukville Commuonications  department
which is preparing voung Cambodians 1o be active in



from within the wider Church within the Regicn: Telling
the Story of Jesug’, the First Asian Mizsion Congress
thama, has auchaed a parde Inomany Salesian commu-

media in their couniry, especially in radio and TV, or the
Bachelor of Arts programme in Taligay Cily, Celbu, with
Majors in Habgious Education and Pastaral Cammuni-
cation, or for that matter the regular sassions for vaung
people on communications in Hondara, Solomon Iskands
It k= also Delng achieved thraugh publcatons produced
by Salesians from the Reglon which urge profeund re-
lechon on same of the issues which digital culfure con-
fronts us with

There has been one further great impulse 10 communi
calions thinking in the EAD Ragion, and this has come

nicators throughout the region,  An effart is currantly
under way o collect and publish "stories of faith lived in
a Salesian context” from every parn of the region

Hilzria Sao 508
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The Best to the Least —

The Yellagiri Saga

"Thanks fo Dan Bosco — whel else can | say? says
George Joseph through a broad smile as he looks up
from his computer. This young compuler engineer is

~working on a US soltware project. And whal s sooun-

wsual about it? Gearge is one of the thousand or mara
computer professionals in his twenties who has literally
made it from rags to riches - thanks ta the education and
fraining provided by the Salesians at BICS INFO TECH,
Don Bosco Ceantre, Yallagin Hills, Tamil Nadu, India, BICS
stands for Bosco Intearated Computing Services,

George, whose father is-an literate gardener in a school,
I3 perhags better off than Selva” whose panents eked out

a living, washing the clothes of the children In an ar-
phanage or Augusting® who was abandoned on the
streets along with his-brother whan he was hardly four
[*names changed lo protect privacy). Today they are
world class programmers-in Multinational Companies,
oltan fiying 1o and from the USA and Eurapal!

The Rector Major Fr. Fascual Chavez was so caplivated
during his visit to Yellagin Hills on 5 February 2009, that
he said *| amovery glad o come to this beautiful ‘Salesian
mauntain’, | have heard aboul the inrovative work that
your community s doing here for the poor ... May this
madel bea imitated elsewhere, 50 that we can bring the
best of developments to the poorest, particularly thosea in
the rural areas...."

The sead for this succass stary was sown by Fr. Francis
Guegou sdb, 8 French missionary who climbed up ta this
God forsaken hill and put ug a hut amang the hostile
trical people in 1962, For the naxt 18 vears with tha help
ol some lay collaborators and sisters, he single-handadly
worked to provide primary education to the poor Yet,
poverty and unsmployment had seemed too huge
a deman to tame,

‘Buf we had to mave to the nexd level We had o am-
power the minds of the youth to ensure employment,
growth and development both in their own fives and in
the society they lived in,” says Fr, Thaddeus, the Director
of BICS INFO TECH. He and his friand, Fr. M. Arakiaraj,

prinad hands with Fr, Guezow in 1888 to start the com-
puter centre an Yellagiri Hills that would offer quality 2d-

nd training in Information Technalogy o enable
find jobs guickly

woahon a
fhe youlh to

| have heard about the innovative work that
your community is doing hera for the poor...
May this model be imitated elsewhers,
=0 that we can bring the bast of
developments to the poorast,

Wihen quality computer educalion remains ihe privilege
af only the rich in the cities, the Salesians at BICS INFO
TECH hawve dared to reach cuf 1o the poorest of the rural
paar, Admissicn 1o this institute is strictly restricted (o in
lelligent students wha are from socially and ecanami-
cally backward famibes. Preleranca s given o the
untouchablas and childeen of illiterate parents. The
house of every student is visited personally and onkby
after ensuring thal he or she would ciherwise have no
chance ol a heghar education, tha sludant s admittad.



We must give the best o the poor
because they are poor.

in US& mus
been withaut Chon

ireg im mos fe - Jne maja
the immediate and 1 [ nenl of he studanls IS not merely infc
the family spirit of Don B

ove for God!
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The Social Communlcatlon Sectlon

Don Bosco Technical School, Sihanoukville - Cambodia

The Social Communication section of the Don Bosco
Technical School in the ity port of Sikanoukville is an
academic program created 1o form agents of Sacial
Cammunication in the areas of digital journalism, Inter-
net, audicvisual production and Social Gommunicalion
PIOCEEsEEs,

The program, along with the other technical sschons,
takies hao Years spread over lour sameasteds, Inthal tirme,
the young people who are selectad from poor commie
nities, learn the basic concepts of Social Commipnca
flom, journalism and production in mass media.
Emphasison English a5 a secend language and skils in
systams and programrming ars akso basic studiss,

An academic program created to form
agents of Social Communication
in the areas of digital journalism, Intarnet,
audiovisual production and Social
Communication processes.

The support-of professional volunteers in the area of
communication, the access towebsies dedicated o eg-
tcation and information, the planning of 2eminars with
local and loreign prolessionals and the contact with
pther organizaticns related with mformaticn and Social
Communication, belong o ihe learning methodolooy

The saclion was founded in tha lachnical sehaal of Dan
Bosco Sihanoukwile becausa the parl is considerad a
straiegic sie far tha devslopment of the country, & space
of national and International commerce, in an ongoing
process of industrialization and a centre-for internaticnal
tourlsm. A the same Hme, It i3 8 sle whers there are

some social evils thal alfecl modern Cambedia: They | The firsl students came in Oclober 2007 - just 12 bovs
can e fought Enimpiementing fhe SElEsian Prevantve | Mowadays there are 24 siudents. We hava kapt this re-
aysiem. We are lalking of problems like abuse of chik | duced number or I'-nl—.*.r to guarantee the effectiveness
dren and waomen, dnigs, prostitution; sexual founsm, the | of the formation and alzo because 1he project is new, We
growing problem of beggars and the egually growing ré- 1ane an addiovisual stedio, 8 workshop iof wabmashers,
ality o streed chitdren. In such & sonlaxt, Gur Sommun: - & library, 8 compuier room and a pinting degartmeanl
cation is ariented to enfightening these dramatic

Siuations e promaoting valses, lormative campaigns | The section is also the first phase of the project of Socia

and opening nesy epaces ol exprassion formaginalized | “ommunication for the Salesian Mission of Cambedia
camimuniiies. with the imtenbon of a future Salesian Canted of Som-



munication. |t should ba able 1o produce tha

Fr Albeim Rodas 508










The Salesian Family
an ecclesial movement

| hawe repeaedly prasented the Salesian Family as a
favenen. IFcauld ook lika we are just using a lashion-
able term. ” hare are very many acclesial movemants
today involving thousands of people. We are not follow-
Ing & fashion here, but picking up our historical heritage.
What Don Bosco began when he slarled the Salesian
Farnily is really describable as a “vast movamant of pec-
ple for the salvation of e young™ G, 5,

But what iz the specific nature of the Salesian Family as
a mcvemant?

i is-a Movermant, meaning something dynamic, This ax-
plaing why il continues not only o grow in numbers of
members bul alzo i the number of groups. There are
curraniky 27 which are officially a part of i, bul at leas! an-
othar thirty are already oparating in this wiay, evan if for
the moment they still dao nat hewvs officeal recognition, and
some of them are most interesting and significant, These
branches of the tree will continue o increase in order 1o
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respond o aver new naeds.

& it is & soirtuval movemesnt: the fruit of the Holy Spirit who

Inspired it and Who confinues o re-create 1. The Sale-
sian Family is not a project born of discussion around a
labla and nor s+ simply the result of Don Bosce's as-
futeness. The Salesian Constitulions gl us expressly
that it is the work of the Holy Spirit, brought aboul
theough Mary's motherly intervention. its nature is such,
This azsures us thal we are dealing with somathing
charismatic, that is, a gift of Ged in service of Church
and the warld; and it is good to know that the founding
element of the Salesian Family is really the Hoby Spirit.

S0 we are dealing with an aposiolic movement: ad-
dressad fully, that is, to the mission i has to carry aul. It
is nd B cluty for friends whio like being togethar, nor is i
a philanthropic society. 1 15 a body working within the
Church, on behalf of seciety. 50 we need 1o say we are
dealing with: a vocation. This (5 the calling 1o continua
Chnisl's weark, with a particular mandate: ta be dedicated,
by means of education, 1o 1he saklvation of the vaung, es-
pecialty those wha are poor or who expenence situations
of real difficully. This Iz exacily what Don Bosco did,

Soowhat doowe have 1o da to lve this ecpenance of "Sale-
sean Movament” wekl?

n practice | would fike to invite you 1o take thres impor-
fant steps. Here are the abjectives | propose for the im
mediale Wwilure,

A vast movement of people
for the salvation of the young.

"Get o know each other bafter”, which means geiting to
know the situation of our beautiiul Salesian Famiby, The
Giroups naed 1o know abiout each othar, thara need o
Da apporiuniies 1o maasl I pracice, we nead o cala-
brate the fellowship that brings us togather under the
game charism of cur commaon Father: Don Bosco, It will
require much attention o appreciate specific gifts, those
of religious and consacrated members, he famining and



masculing groups, those who are consacrated m ha
workld, those who live In cammon, those who work in
siructuras and carry gut their apostalate in tha evaryday
the little groups and the big ones

A single thread breaks easily when it's put
to work. But lots of threads entwined
make a rope that nobody can break.

The second important step is to "be formed fogether”
Thiz is a bedief we must acquire and a praxis we must
commence. Cur formaticn has it contents and points of
retegancd which we mus! gae our attention 1o The sludy
ol Den Bosca  abawve all, in order o kKnow, undarsiand
and take up his charismatic project and his crtera for
pastoral activity, it could be very useiul to know about
thie positive pastoral experiences of pastoral ACiVIly, &5
a Salesian Family, in each group’s, Congregation's story

e third step, the most imgortant ane, 15 10 achigve
Seamwiork " A single threaad, Don Bosco used teach,
breaks easily when if's pul to owork, But Iots of threads
eniwined make a rope that nobody can break, So it is
unthinkable that Salesian Family Groups living in the
same geographical area, facing up 1o the same chal-
lengas in thal satling wauld choose owork apart, gach
doing its own thing, With a lively sense of lacal Church,
the Salesian Family, facing up 1o all the pastoral, social,
local challenges and with all ks specific commiimenis
within the Salesian mission, coukd sef out the urgent pas-
toral neads and olfer concrate pasioral sofulions, giving
rise to a common project in that area

Thig is no dream L'am offering woul It is already happen
ing n many parts of the workd. But there is still some dis-
tanca babwean whal we ara damg and what we could ba
doing, s fime o gat oursehlves into gear!

Fr Pascuwal Chavez
Rector Major



Salesian Family

The fruit of good seed

A real school of holiness

a sefious liness she gave herself to the education of girs
in her village. Her encounter with Don Bosco (in 18464)
wias decisive; it pravided har with a complate opening for
her apostolic desire. Together, on the Sth August 1872,
they founded a new religious family in the Church for the
good of the voung. From this splendid fruit a new apos-
folic reality came info being which foday numbers arourd
15.000 Daughters of Mary Halp of Christians amongst
whom oo are splendid models of haliness: Blessed
Madalaine Morano, Blessed Maria Romero, Blessed Eu-
sebia Paloming, Venerabla Sr Teresa Valsé Panteling and
50 many ofher “women of God™!

We have to say that the tiny seed
has truly become a huge tree
and that this tree is laden with good fruitsl

amongst the Salesian Cooperators there & Blassed
Alexandring Mara da Cosla; aller escaping an act of vi-
olence to her, sha suffered for nigh on 30 years, first im-
mobilizad than eventually parafysed. Sustained not onky
spiritually but also physically by the Eucharist ifor a long
lime she was neurished only and excluswely by the can-
sacraled hosi) sha mada her promiza as a Cooperalar
and ottered har sutterings for the Salesian mission ta the
young. Ancther splendid figure is the Servant of Gog Al
o Giordand, with his deep Eucharistic and Marsan spir-
iuality. At a certain point, 10 give of himself even mone
complately, he chose to go fo Brazil with his wile where
he dedicated his Iife as a voluntzer along with his chil-
dren. We should alse recall Carging! Guaring whose
Cause for Beatification iz in process; he was an admirar
of Don Bosco. Itwas he whe first acceplad the Salesians
ima Sicily. He suggested his family leave their earthiy
gaods 1o the Salesians and the Davghters of Mary Haelp
of Christians, which alicwed the opening of the Houses
at All for the FhA and Messina for the Salesians. And fi-
nally, in the Salesian spirl he foundad the [nstiiute of the
Litha Servands of the Holy Family (1889), known loday as
the Aposifes of the Holy Farmity.

Blassad Lows Vanars was a Salesian who had vowed
himsall 1o the good of othars, thase who were naglectad,
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of mare than 800 of 1he sick, along

sepecially lepers in Agua da

iranshormed the lives

with their families and athers who Invad thara, throwgh a
eadership that was both full of j9y and indensely sgin-
tual. Sharing his aposiolic passion with tha lepers, in

1205 he founded the Congregation of the Hijas de los
Sagrados Coracones de Jesus v Manz (Daughlers of
ine Sacrad Haarts of desus and Mary). Also sigrilicant is
the e ot Bishog Jossoh Cogrnala, Salesian Bishop of
Bowa Maring, and founder of the Oblates of the Sacred
Heart. In 1939 he began 1o suffer deeply from calumnies
ihat meant he had to give up his role ag a Bishop, He
spant twanty beo years al innar marlyrdom spant as a
silent ablation, We expect the rapid process ol his Cause
for Beatification

There is nol encugh space 1o witness 1o all the other no
less splanced fruits of holiness: 51 Lows Varsigha and
Saint Caisfus Cargvanna, thea first Salesian marbyrs, mur-
derad in Ching for defending the virtue of some female
‘:111!;;?.""*'!"" I_eu..--':. Vi “-r."'l.z Arfemides Zatti and Cefenino
Namuncura, tha sults of the Salesian charsm in
Amerca, l.-“.l.=.'lc-.|.'+'.1.=> Simon Srwgl, Sr Marla Trocalll, &
Givseppe Quadnio, Bishop Ferrando, Fr Charles dalla
Towre, Fr Cimatti, the many martyrs in Spain and others
We have to say that the tiny seed has truly become a
huge trae and hal this free 1S aden with good iruits!

| would net wani 1o finish without presenfing a person
BELRCIA |,-' daas o e, A L,:'Qn""" Voluntear With Don
Boscao (CDE), wiho passed away anly Iwa yaans ago in
Madica, Sicily, A5 8 young 17 year old worker he sulerad
todal parabysis alter a brutal 88 from scatfolding. After ax-
peflencing a period of intense inner rebellicn, the Soerit
made inreads ints s earl. He expanenced s pamiul
croumstances inansaly bul as an nlle«r-'lg and as prayar,
and became a spirfual point of referance for many pac-
ple; he prociaimed the Lord fo the young and to adulis
through the power of the Spirit. *“We are all called to ho
lIiness’, he leftin wriling as a note for the young, *nobody
is axciudad, I jusl depands on ws, on how we say our
“Yeag” to tha Lord. And if somaane feals in his kaart that
the vaoice of the Lond is calling him to follow him maore
closaly through consecrated life do not be afraid 1o give
your 1atal "es' 8 yvas 1o ifel”

Tha Salesian Family today has eight Saints. a hundrad
and sixteen Blessads imany of whom are markyrs), eight
Venerables, twenty esghl Servants of God. In the case of
rany olhars he lirgl steps arg 0 mohan for studyling
thair lives i vienw of a recogration of ther holiness. God
has. in fact, bean great with us and we are grateful,



The Salesian Famil

From Don Bosco's heart fo the ends of the world

Daon Bosco's great hearl and tireless mind hiought not
onky of the Salesian Congrégation, By inferpreling and at
tirmes anticipating his own times, Don Bosco began
cther groups like the Salesian Sistars, Coopearators, ancd
the Mary Help of Christians Association, After him his
song; listening to the Spint, gave rise tolay or religious in-
slitules creating a vast movemant dedicated 1o 1he sal
vaticr: o the young,

The Salesians, as the firsi-born, the core; are called 1o
accept and recognise all these components of the Sale-
stan Family &% brothers and sisters; a graleful and poviul
accaptancs of diversity, manitestations ot tha Spirt who
speaks in many tongues, the willingness to walk together
towards a shared objective: bring the Kingdom of God 1o
voung people and the poor

Tha Salesian Famiby today is madse up of 27 groups -
and cthers wait o be added, Religious and lay, inspirad
v Don Bosco's charsm and educational system; they
cantribute o the growth and developrient of the King-
dom ol God dedicating themsalves espacially 1o the ag-
usahon of the voung whio ans poorest and most n naed,

The Salesian Becior Major is the point of reference for
the Salesian Famiby, &5 the successor of Don Bosco, he
Is called to gave charismatic unity and nurture the apos-
talic autlook of the various groups. Confinuing & tradition
staried by Don Bosco himself, each year the Rector
Major enirusts a Strenna to the Groups, a message which
becomes he objact of 2ludy, refléction and planning and
g source of inspiration for shared pasioral activily

We have o say that the tiny sead
has truly become a huge trea
and that this trea is ladan with good fruits!

Fromm Hime 1o e the World Consulling Body of the Sale-
slan Family mesats. This group is made up of represan-
tativas of the Family. Led Dy the Vicar of the Rector Major,
this body is called to coordinate the groups seeking miu-
tual understanding and refationships. In thelr various
local sellings, natlional or regional, the various Salesian

Famity Groups seek o interact with a view to creating a
comman and shared activity on behalf of as mary young
penple as possibla,

The Spiritweality Days of the Salesian Family are a spacial
occasion which, over a period of almaost thirty vears now
s raught the groups togeihes from five confinents. In
facant yaars thass days have helped Gain a despar un-
darstanding of and have helpad pul inla practice the
Recior Major's Strenna

2008, which was marked by a Strenna dedicated to the
Salesian Family, saw new groups added, amongst whom:



Cancaos Nova, is an international lay movement imvolved
n evangelization especially through communications
meadia. Begun in 1978 with 12 voung peoaple led by a
Salesan, FrJonas Abib, the movament draws ibs inspi-
ration from no. 45 of "Evangel Nunfiandi”™ which urnges
the use of Social Communications media for evangeali-
Zation

The movarmsant s based in Cachosrra Paulisia, in Brazil
and that is now & real cenira developed with structures
for evangelization such as the "Dom Jo&o Hipdlite de
Moraes®, centre thal can hold 70 thousand peopla, the
'mia Signore” centre, with 4 thousand places and the

"5an Paule” auditorium with 700, On 3rd November
2008 the Vatcan recongised Cangao Mova as an Asso
cration of the Fathiul

Tha Disciplas, aka the Don Bosco Secular Instifuta, is A
male and female public ecciasial association begun in
Inclia in 1973 undes the inspiration of Salesian Fr Joseph
O¥Souza. Also knawn as the Don Bosco Secular Insti-
tude, this group s a mala and lemale public acclesial as-
sociation begun in india in 1973 under the inspiratian of
Saleszan Fr Joseph D'Souza, The male group was added
ta the first group of women in 1983, On 21s1 Apnil 2000
Ambikapur diocasa gave acciasial recodgnition 1a this
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secular insfitute. The Disciples, drawing inspiration from
the Gospel verse where Jesus enfrusts the mission 1o 72
dizciples, proclaim the GDE[JE“L feach catechism, ook
alter the sick and the poor. Taday there ara more than
400 af tham in 44 diocases af India and 6 in ltaly,

The Congregation of the Sisters of 51 Michae! the
Archangel, also ¥nown as the Michaalite Sislers. The
Cangregatian of the Sistars of St Michaal the Archangsl
wis founded in Prland, af the end of tha 15h Century,
by Blessed Bronislaus Markiewicz and Servant of God
Mothes Anna Kaworek. In 1956 the Presidant of the Pol
ish Episcopal Commission issued the Decree later con-
firmad by tha Congregation for Beligious, which
recognised the Institute as an Institule of Pontifical Right,

The Michaelite Sisters combine a contemplative attituds
wilh practical apastohe charity in pedagogy, calachelics,
social and charitabla wark, parish ministry and missians.
Tha Michaslite charism is containad in the two motios
of their founders: "One who is like God® and "Wark and
lermpearance .

The Congregation, led loday by Sr Matanasla
Bednarczk, numbers 300 Sisters in Poland, Byelorussia,
Lkraine, Germamy, France, Cameroun, [kahy,

Tha Sistars of Maria Auxihatny came lram the dea ol a
calesian priest, Fr MG Anfony, wha, on 13 May 1976 58t
up a Piows Linicn with four girls, involved in social work,
Thanks 1o the suppor of Fr Schoolz, a Salesian working
with Fr MLC. Antony, the rehabilitation centre, Vvasarpadi,
irt Tarmnil Madu in Soulh India was el up far young giels
whio had been abandoned in poverty. Aftar the founder's
death on 23 January 193, the Provincial of Chennai, Fr
Vincent Durairaj, appointed Fr Rozaric Krishnaraj as ec
clesiastical Assistant o the Pious Union

Tha “Sisters of Maria Auxikatriz™ became a Cangrags-
tion of Diccesan Right in 1999 approved by Bishop
James Masidamony Arul Cas, then Archbishop of Madras
and Mylapore, His successor, Archbishop Malavappan
Chinnappa, sdb, approved the Constitutions, which wera
renviewed in fthe light of the ecclesiasiical magistarivm an
15 December 2005, The S3MA Chansm is expressed
through the metie “look after poor and abandoned girls”,

Today the "Sislers of Mary Aualakri” number around
110 Sisters, spread over 23 communities in saven dic-
cese of India. Some communities work closely with the
Salesians. The main SMA activities are formal and infor
mal adwcalion lor poar girks, evangalisahon, orphanages

and day centres, Involved as they are in the social sec-
for, the "Sizters of Mary Auxliatri™ network with other
groups in thenr own anzas and in raral anga
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Salesian Family Groups today

Salesian Sociely of 51 Francis de Sales - Salesians of Don Bosca:

Daughtars of Mary Help of Christians

Salesian Cooperators Association

Pazl Pupils {male and female) of Don Bosco:
Pas! Pupils {male and female) of the FRib:
valurtaars of Don Bosoa

Daughtars of the Sacrad Hearts of Jesus and Mary
Salegian Dblates of the Sacred Heart of Jesus:
Apasiles of the Haly Family

Sisters of Chanty of Mivazaki:

Missonary Sistars of Mary Help of Chrshans:
Daughters of the Holy Bedeemer

Sisters Servants of the Immaculate Heart of Mary:
Sisters of Jesus the Adolescent

Damas Salesianas

Mary Halp of Christians Assaciahon

Sizters Catechists of Mary Help of Christians
Diaughters of the Queenship of Mary Immaculate
Volurteers with Don Bosco:
Wilnasses of the Resurrection - 2000
ongregation of 51 Michasal the Archange!:
Congregation of tha Sisters of the Rasurmection
Sisters Announcers of the Lornd:

The Disciples:

Cancia Mova:

Sisters ot St Michasl tha Archangal (Michaelites)
The Sisters of Marig Auxiliatix

iyt

16,0682
14,655
24196
a7 367
130,000
1.308
378
231
G649
1068
1011
1049
W
43
2000
35,000
504
57

G
G50
387
50

23
404

261
110
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Antoni Domenech

(12.04.43 - 19.07.09)

Sign and Bearer of the Love of God for the Young

al the end we understaad that he was communicating
his faith through lite. He was good and kind, ready to
make his own life available for the rest of us, His sim-
plicity and generosity was apparen! whenever he was
amangst us.

We nead to go to David's home;
the rain has destroved the walls
and the house is under water!

Whenever we were doing theatre he would be the drama
leacher, and | recall him saying “when vou look inte the
evas of the other actor, your face should cause him to
raact with tear”

Thal was one evening in the Youth Centre. The play was
one of the wellknown Spanish classics lor this kind of
theatre (The Ternbde Homobono). He would make sure
that the parents were part of tha theatre experience foo
for the youngsters, Antoni re-wrote the play scripts so
that both boys and girts had a role,

There werg so many hings that had o be allended o
fram the smallest picture frame to the big backdrop but
at the end i would be a marvellous show put on ty the
young people from the Youth Centre. We can recall so
many well-presented plave. The theatre group grew in
numbar and frerdship, The plays becams a sang of joy
and happiness in a suburb that could nevar have imag-
ined itsaif transformed into grace and joy from s uswal
ugliness and coldness,

This is why each day he read his life through the mean-
ing of his actions. Thay were the sama pair of hands, An-
foni's, that after rewriting these play scripts, consced the
zick, plaved with the children, directed the theatre,
helped the poor, put things back in arder and finally con-
sacratad the bread of lite in the Eucharist, Like many
ather Salesians | am convinced that God used his hands
o shape my Sakesian vocation,



They were the same pair of hands
that after rewriting these play scripts,
consoled the sick, played with the children,
directed the theatre, helped the poor,
put things back In arder and finally

consecrated the bread of life in the Eucharist.

S

Today whan | am amidst the life of the voung and find
tham despairing, wondering abaut the sensa of it all, and
than whean | realise thai | am sign and bearer of God's
lowe for the young, | realisa that even if they are unaware
of who Antoni was, they owe much 1o him. He knew how
b doe all this thicudh thaoladqecal and intellaciual retladc.
by Bul alsa throwgh s concrata cammitmeand and asc-
tiwity armongst the poor. He aifered his daap sginiiual life
and his leadership

Oy 20th July 2009 his worker's hands stopped and they
are now in God's hands. | thank God for having known
and lived with Antoni, This privilege becomes & comrmit-
ment and | ask God that | may be abla to bring his love
ir the same simple and genercus form that was Anioni's,
Thaxsa wha lived with hirm awe him a great del that can
oy be pand by aiving the same gift af witnass we saw in
hirm
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Strenna 2010

“Sir, we want to see Jesus”

In imitation of Don Rua,

as authentic disciples

and zealous apostles

let us bring the Gospel to the young




Direzione Generale Opera Don Bosco
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